The Church is NOT a
Volunteer

Organization
By David E. Parks

In the course of
my studies, | sometimes
encounter articles by

management experts advising church leaders on the
efficient recruitment, motivation and utilization of volun-
teers. At the risk of sounding picky or authoritarian, may
| say that the church is not a volunteer organization.
Elders, deacons and other Christians make a serious
mistake when they fall for the modern, democratic idea
of the church as a volunteer organization.

Where did this idea of the church as a volunteer
organization originate? Certainly not the Bible! God’s
chosen leaders were never called volunteers in the
Word. Imagine James writing, “James, a volunteer of
God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,” (James 1:1). Could
you picture Paul writing, “Paul, a volunteer of Jesus
Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel
of God,” (Rom. 1:1)?

The members of the church were never ad-
dressed as volunteers either. Paul did not write, “To the
volunteers in Christ who are in Colosse,” (Col. 1:2).

It is true that we enter the kingdom of God of our own
free will. From that prospective we are volunteers.
However, once we become Christians, we are not mem-
bers of a volunteer organization. We are members of
the “family of God,” the “body of Christ,” and the
“kingdom of the Son.” (I Pet. 4:16, 1Cor. 12:26, Col.
1:13).

This differentiation—between volunteers and servants of
God—is important because volunteers and their leaders
frankly do not expect very much of each other. Leader-
ship experts tell us that the leaders of the volunteer or-
ganizations tend to expect a very low level of perform-
ance and quality from the volunteers because they are:
hard to get, working for free, and can quit on a whim. If
a volunteer fails to perform as promised, what can his
supervisor do—dock his pay, or give him time off?

- continued...

What Have You Been Singing
Lately?

Music is the universal language
of the ages. Each culture and every
generation can be recognized by it's
music. It affects our lives in so many
ways. It is a part of our every day exis-
tence. Just think of the background
music in movies, television shows,
commercials, restaurants and other
areas, and imagine how such things

would be without it.

God’'s people have always been a singing
people. As Christians we are told to sing and make
melody “in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). Instru-
mental accompaniment is not authorized in worship to
God (cf. Col.3:16,17). It is thus sinful to add it to the
praises that are sung in worship to him. Not only that,
our singing must be “in truth,” just like any other as-
pect of our worship (Jn. 4:24). Thus, the words that
are uttered in our singing matter greatly (I Cor. 14:15).
With that in mind, what have you been singing lately?

Have you sung the song, “All to Jesus | Sur-
render” lately? It's words proclaim:

“All to Jesus | surrender, all to Him | freely
give; | will ever love and trust Him, in His presence
daily live.

All to Jesus | surrender, humbly at His feet |
bow; Worldly pleasures all forsaken, take me Jesus,
take me now.

All to Jesus | surrender, Lord | give myself to
Thee; Fill me with Thy love and power, let Thy bless-
ings fall on me.

| surrender all, | surrender all, All to Thee my
blessed Savior, | surrender all.”

We should take care regarding the words we
sing and the vows we make in those words. If we're
willing to sing about surrendering all to Jesus, we
must be willing to surrender all to Jesus.—Eddy
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The Church is not a Volunteer Organization
(continued)

The Lord does not give us the option of treating
ourselves as volunteers. The words “servant” and
“serve” are used over 130 times in the New Testament.
The word “volunteer ” is not found in the Bible. We are
not called to volunteer. We are called to serve (Gal.
5:13). Following are several points from the Bible con-
cerning how we are to serve:

*According to the ability God has given us
(Mt. 25:15-23; Luke 19:13-25; 1 Pet. 4:10).

*According to the opportunities presented to
us (Gal. 6:10; Phil. 4:10).

*With all of our hearts (Col. 3:23; 1 Sam.
12:24).

From these passages we conclude that each
Christian should pray for wisdom to determine what
abilities God has granted him or her and use them dili-
gently as God presents opportunities to do so. It does
not matter what your circumstance in life is. God has
called you to serve.
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Westside'Older Workers

Kitchen Update

The fellowship hall & hall ways have been
painted. The ceiling tiles are being installed. The
new floors should be installed on Dec 5&6. Cabi-
net installation has been delayed. Please do not
open the cabinet or appliance boxes or lay anything
on top and allow them to get damaged. Parents
keep your children (including teens) safe by not
allowing them in the fellowship hall until all of
these boxes and appliances are installed.

The old appliances from the old kitchen need new
homes—If you would like to adopt these appliances
or know someone who does, please see Charlie
Gwaltney.

Winter Quarter Primary Teachers are:
Karen Munsey, Sandy Garby,
Jean Argabright, Annette Shrader, Charlene Guard,
Michelle Earnhart

Aaron Anderson will graduate from the
Memphis City Police Academy on Novem-
ber 30. Send a card to: 250 Arbor Com-
mons, Apt. 302, Memphis, TN 38120



SICK POTTERS HOLIDAY GIFTS

Luetta Gregory is home after a stay in LGH. We are again participating in the gifts for the famibiés
Potter’s Children's Home. The wish lists are posted in

Marquerite Charles has been having recent healthhe hall. Gifts are due by December See your team

problems. leaders for details!!

Herb Baker, Caleb Guard & Miles Quesenberryare MEETING
all home recovering from gall bladder surgery they hagiders, Deacons & Preachers meeting will be held on

last week. December 3.
Audrey Gabbard broke her arm last week. POTTER'S CHILDREN'S HOME

_ . _ Gleaner cans will be picked up during the week of De-
Glenna Richardsonis now home recovering. cember 3.Make sure you have your can in by this

_ evening. Also bring in paper towels for the fall com-
Clyde Scott, former member and friend of Baker's, modities drive.

is losing his sight.
WEDNESDAY LADIES CLASS
Helen CoggsdaleBobby Paxton’ssister is recovering There will be a ladies class offered beginning Dec. 6
at home from a heart attack. and continuing throughout the next year. Jeanny will
lead this study, meeting in the fellowship hall, and will

Arthur Munsey,Karen Munsey’s father-in-law, is in - center around Christian Womanagazine. See Jeanny
LGH, room 533B, with complications due to diabetes. f you will attend so she can reserve your copy.

Larry Phillips transplant surgery has been postpongdaDIES’ NIGHT OUT HOLIDAY PARTY

for several months. He will undergo a heart catherizgrecember 11, alo Ann Edwards’. Please sign up on

tion on 11/28. the board in the hallway. If you did not get an invitation
see Jo Ann.

Remember the following in prayer3ieresa White,

W.J. Wood, Doug Cooke, Joanne Dillinger, Doug 50TH ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION

Belcher, Sharon Basham. Roger & Dorothy Mays will celebrate their 50th wed-
ding anniversary with a reception held in the fellowship
hall on December 16 from 2-4. See Rebecca or Judy
Durham for details. RSVP by 12/11.

! e NEW MEMBERS’ DINNER
$ Has been postponed until after the holidays due to con-
&' 1" O+ | struction. Keep watching for the new date soon.
$. / 0))*
MARK THE DATES
Southwest Virginia Bible Bowl on March 3, 2007.

Making Marriage More Meaningful by Eddy & Jeanny
% Gilpin on April 27 & 28 at Westside Church of Christ.

\ Virginia Christian Camp is June 17-23, 2007.

MILITARY: Ty Stricklin  at 29 Palms Ma- ’ Horizon’s Senior week is July 1-6, 2007 & Junior Week
rine Base Jonathan SimpsonJohn ShannonandGabriel  and CTS is July 8-13, 2007.

Hayeswho are in IragJonathan Chum-
ley, Kosovo.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ITEMS —,
FOR STAFFORDS




Stain sticks, markers (any kind, all colors)
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