Thanksgiving

We have a day of this week called Thanks-
giving which the world sets as a special day of giv-
ing thanks for our blessings. But it seems we
should be thankful every day of the year—
especially Christians. We may not be aware of be-
ing ungrateful or unthankful is one of the sins listed
in 11 Tim. 3:2 “for men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy”

Do we stop to think that every thing we
have—the air we breathe, the food we eat, the
clothes we wear, the houses we live in, our fami-
lies, our jobs, and all the other blessings are made
possible by God. All these physical blessings
which God freely gives us are great, but the great-
est blessing of all is the gift of His Son who died on
the cross for our sins. John 3:16, Romans 5:6-9.

Scriptures throughout the word of God
bear this out, but God expects us to obey His com-
mandments in order to receive the benefits of His
giving His Son for us. The spiritual blessings we
receive when we do what God has commanded
are far greater than anything this world has to offer.
Should we not really be grateful every minute of
our lives that He has provided a plan by which we
can obtain His spiritual blessings. Best of all, when
we obey the commands of God, and live there by
we will receive the greatest of all rewards, that be-
ing a home in heaven. We pray this to be our
goals, to be thankful and give God the glory.—
The Elders

Thanksgiving

This week begins “the most
wonderful time of the year” (as the
song goes). The holiday season, be-
lieve it or not, is upon us. | know that
song is traditionally a “Christmas carol,”
but with the Thanksgiving holidays our
minds begin focusing on the entire
“holiday package” for the most part.

“Thanksgiving” is not just a
holiday, it is a Biblical word and con-
cept. The word is found in 27 verses of
the Bible. In thinking about this time of

year, let us examine a few of these passages.

“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and
bless his name” (Ps. 100:4). Being thankful is a ne-
cessity at all times. It is with the spirit of gratitude that
we are to approach the throne of the Giver of “every
good and every perfect gift” (Jas.1:17).

“Being enriched in everything to all bountiful-
ness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God:
(Il Cor. 9:11). This passage is given in the context of
giving cheerfully and liberally (Il Cor. 9:6,7). In help-
ing the poor saints of Judea, the Corinthians would
pave the way for an outpouring of thanksgiving to
God by those who received their gift. Their giving
toward this needed cause would also be a great
blessing to their own lives (cf. Acts 20:35).

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
guests be made known unto God: (Phil. 4:6). In each
of our prayers there should be thanksgiving. The
Giver of all that is good deserves no less. There is
great wisdom in the call for us to express thanks in all
our prayers. We sing, “Count your many blessings,
see what God hath done.” When was the last time
you prayed a prayer that included no request, but only
expressed gratitude for your blessings? Try it. You'll
be greatly blessed.

“Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in
the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein
with  thanksgiving” (Col. 2:7). This passage
(continued)
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Thank You

A GREAT BIG thanks to the following fall
guarter primary Bible teachers for their de-
votion to God’s word and children.

Sandra Altizer, Jo Ann Edwards, Sondra
Tyler, Kay Anderson, Wanda Matrtin, and
Charlotte Harrington.

Winter Quarter Primary Teachers are:
Karen Munsey, Sandy Garby, Jean
Argabright, Annette Shrader, Charlene Guard, Eri
& Michelle Earnhart

Westside'Older Workers

Kitchen Update

We now have walls! The fellowship room
has at least one coat of paint on it and it is looking
good! Appliances should be delivered Monday.
Unfortunately all of these boxes will be sitting in
the fellowship hall until the kitchen is ready for in-
stallation, hopefully on December 2. Please do not
open these boxes or lay anything on top and allow
them to get damaged. Parents keep your children
(including teens) safe by not allowing them in the
fellowship hall until all of these boxes and appli-
ances are installed.

Thanksgiving  (continued)
teaches us that we “abound” in the rooted, built up
and established faith through it teachings (Romans
10:17). Such teaching and growth should be the
cause for great gratitude since “Those that be
planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in
the courts of our God.” (Ps. 92:13).

“O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is
good: for His mercy endureth for ever: (Ps.
107:1).- Eddy




SICK BABY SHOWER
Glenna Richardsonis now home recovering. HonoringJessica White Saturday, 11/25 at 1:00 in the
fellowship hall. It's a girl. Details are on the bulletin
Luetta Gregory has been sick at home recently and ndjoard. RSVP Gloria today.
able to be at church.
NEW MEMBERS’ DINNER
Oliver & Mariam Majors have beeniill. Has been postponed until after the holidays due to con-
struction. Keep watching for the new date soon.
Marquerite Charles has been having recent health
problems. POTTERS HOLIDAY GIFTS
We are again participating in the gifts for the famibés
Joanne Dillinger, a frequent attendee of CTS, has rePotter’'s Children's Home. The wish list are posted in
quested our prayers as she starts her battle with panehe- hall. _Gifts are due by December See your team
atic cancer. She is the wife of the minister at Greégaders for details!!
Valley C/C in Noblesville, IN.

MEETING
Doug Belcher, friend oBob Garby, has received poor Elders, Deacons & Preachers meeting will be held on
reports on his illness. December 3.

Sharon Bashanhonnie Montcastle’ssister, starts her POTTER’'S CHILDREN’'S HOME
chemo on 11/26. Gleaner cans will be picked up during the week of De-
cember 3. Make sure you have your can in by Novem-

Bob Barber, Sandra Neighborsuncle, continues to ber 26. Also bring in paper towels for the fall commodi-
need prayers for himself and his family. ties drive.

Larry Phillips transplant surgery is scheduled for Det ADIES’ NIGHT OUT HOLIDAY PARTY
cember 5. This could be changed again. December 11, ato Ann Edwards’. Invitations are be-
ing passed out this morning. Please sign up on the
board in the hallway. If you did not get an invitation see
Remember the following in prayer3eresa White, Jo Ann.
W.J. Wood, Doug Cooke.
2414 50TH ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION
Roger & Dorothy Mays will celebrate their 50th wed-
ding anniversary with a reception held in the fellowship
hall on December 16 from 2-4. See Rebecca or Judy
Durham for details.

T R MARK THE DATES
M Southwest Virginia Bible Bowl on March 3, 2007.

Making Marriage More Meaningful by Eddy & Jeanny
Gilpin on April 27 & 28 at Westside Church of Christ.

f Virginia Christian Camp is June 17-23, 2007.

ﬁf \ MILITARY: Ty Stricklin  at 29 Palms Ma- Horizon’s Senior week is July 1-6, 2007 & Junior Week

rine Base Jonathan Simpson,John Shan- and CTSis July 8-13, 2007.
non and Gabriel Hayes who are in Irag.
Jonathan Chumley,Kosovo.
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ITEMS
FOR STAFFORDS
Stain sticks, markers (any kind, all col
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