
  
 
In view of our up-coming 
meeting, we thought we’d 
offer this reminder. 
Please be praying for 
Brother Mosher and 
those who will attend our 
services. 
 —the Elders 
 

What Do Friendly 
Churches Do? 

 
 1. Expect visitors. Hundreds of neighbors are 
invited each year to our services: to special services like 
Friend Day and Homecoming. Many of these are face-
to-face invitations, others are by mail and others are 
through advertising on TV, radio or print. Many of our 
members invite others on a regular basis. Think how 
foolish it would be for us to come any Sunday without 
the thought that someone would be visiting. Let’s expect 
them, because they will be here. We have many visitors 
each week. Do you expect them? 
 2. Come early and stay late. If everyone ar-
rived at two minutes ‘til and left immediately following 
the “amen,” there would be no one to visit with visitors. 
Plan to arrive a few minutes early to search out visitors. 
It is part of the “Royal Law”. 
 3. Visitors first. Don’t wait until you have vis-
ited with everyone else before you search for visitors. 
They will probably be gone. Give the first few minutes 
before and after class or worship to find and welcome 
visitors. 
 4. Offer them four invitations. Invite them to 
your class or help them find a class. Invite them to sit 
with you during worship. Invite them to lunch with you, 
and invite them to the next service. Just because they 
are here doesn’t mean the invitations stop! 
 5. This means YOU! No one else can obey the 
“Royal Law” for you. We do not all have the same abili-
ties or personalities, but all of us can offer a kind word 
and a welcome.   —author unknown 
    via Augusta RD c/C, Greenville, SC 

 
  
 
 

 

 
“The Same...But Different” (?) 

 
 Perhaps you, too, recently 
received a card in the mail from a 
local “Community” church that had 
the title “The Same...But Different”. 
The card boldly proclaimed, “You 
have a choice now!” It advertised 
that beginning on October 7 this par-
ticular Community Church will offer 
Saturday evening services at 
6:00pm. as an option for those who 
prefer to attend at that time rather 
than Sunday. It advertised the 

“same great teaching, same great preschool and chil-
dren’s programming, but just a different time.” It fur-
ther stated, “Our music is the latest in contemporary 
praise and worship and our atmosphere is come-as-
you-are casual.” After stating that they will continue to 
have their regular services on Sunday morning, the 
advertisement closed by saying, “The choice is 
yours!” 
 Additionally, a second card by this group 
asked the questions: “Like to sleep in? Then join us in 
the evening. Like to go to bed early? Then join us in 
the morning.” The card stated, “We don’t think spiri-
tual experiences are limited to a certain time of day. 
That’s why, beginning October 7, you will have a Sat-
urday evening option.” 
 The “community church” craze began in ear-
nest a few years ago. It was based upon the very 
thing these advertisements appeal to—choice and 
convenience. It was founded on the concept of doing 
what the public wanted, regardless of whether or not 
it was Biblical. Worship is a most important subject. 
Regarding many aspects of it, God has spoken ex-
plicitly, and man has no authority for alteration or 
modification (Revelation 22:18, 19). Jesus declared 
that man MUST worship God in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:24). Many particulars regarding worship have 
been regulated by God, and man must abide by them 
if he is to please God. 
 Regarding two acts of worship (the Lord’s 
Supper and contribution), God has revealed that 
these are to be done on Sunday, and Sunday only 
(Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 16:1, 2). Man does not have 
the authority to change the day of worship (cont’d.) 

 



“The Same...But Different” (?) (continued) 
From the first day of the week (Colossians 3:17). While it 
is true that man can worship through other avenues on 
any day and at any time, these two items are expressly 
stated to be done on “the first day of the week”. Like so 
many other matters that God has made obligatory, man 
has sought to make these matters of option and opinion. 
The advertisement is dead wrong! The choice is NOT 
yours!      Eddy 
 
 

 
The Old Rugged Cross 

 
� � � � It was the most tragic event in his-
tory….Yet it was the most wonderful thing 
that ever happened 
� It was the saddest spectacle man-
kind ever beheld….Yet by it came the 
greatest joy. 

 � The old rugged cross was Satan’s greatest 
victory….Yet by the cross Satan suffered his most stun-
ning defeat. 
 � The cross was the greatest exhibition of di-
vine justice….Yet I was the most wonderful demonstration 
of divine mercy. 
 � It was through the cross that God con-
demned sin….Yet by it He forgave sinners. 
 � The cross stands for God’s hatred of 
sin….Yet it was the greatest proof of His love for the sin-
ner. 
 � The cross was mankind’s darkest hour….Yet 
it was the greatest of all lights. 
 � On the day the sun, the S-U-N, refused to 
shine at midday….But on that day the Son, the S-O-N, 
became the light of the world.  —George Bailey 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 If we are really and always ready 
to do whatever the King appoints, all the 
trials and vexations arising from any 
change in His appointments, great or 
small, simply do not exist. If He appoints me to work 
there, shall I lament that I am not to work here? If He 
appoints me to wait indoors, am I to be annoyed because 
I am not to work out-of-doors? If I meant to write His 
messages this morning, shall I grumble because He 
sends interrupting visitors to whom I am to speak those 
messages, or ‘show kindness’ for His sake, or at least 
obey His command, ‘Be courteous.’ 
 If every part of me is really at His disposal, why 
should I be put out if today’s appointment is some sim-
ple work for my hands or errands for my feet, instead 
of some seemingly more important doing of head or 
tongue?    F.R. Havergal (adapted) 
 

 
“I Don’t Miss Because of Company” 
 After some years of unfaithfulness to the Lord, 
my wife and I were restored to the fold. We decided that 
once and for all God was going to be first in our lives. 
 A few short weeks passed, and things seemed 
to be running smoothly. We were welcomed to the fold 
warmly by fellow Christians. We had begun to feel like 
we belonged to the family of the local church. We in-
formed non-Christian friends and family members of our 
decision as well. 
 One Saturday evening as we were preparing 
our children for bed, anticipating the next morning’s wor-
ship service, a car pulled into the driveway. The couple 
who had come for a weekend visit were relatives from 
Ohio. They informed they intended to stay the night and 
leave sometime the next day. As young, immature 
Christians we were suddenly thrust into a spiritual di-
lemma. Our options were obvious: 
 1) Miss the morning service and spend time 
with our visitors (after all, we would be able to attend the 
evening service; they would be gone by then.). 
 2) Kindly and tactfully explain our commitment 
to the Lord and tell them that they could either go to ser-
vices with us or stay at our house until our return. I re-
member the look on their faces until this day when, be-
fore going to bed Saturday night, we explained that we 
would be leaving the house at 9:30AM the next day to 
attend Bible class and worship and that they were wel-
come to come along or stay until we returned. They 
were up bright and early the next morning and ready to 
leave before we left for services. 
 Years have passed since that Saturday eve-
ning. Word soon spread throughout the family that we 
would attend worship service even if we had company. 
Some family members considered our decision rude 
and inhospitable. Others commended our commitment, 
but none ever again arranged a visit which would inter-
fere with worship service! As we have grown and ma-
tured in the faith, we have thanked God many times for 
our decision that day. It was a boost of confidence to a 
couple of struggling newcomers to realize that we really 
could put God first. 
 What was a spiritual dilemma then is second 
nature to us now. We never plan anything which inter-
feres with the assembling together of the saints! We 
already have an appointment on Sunday morning, Sun-
day evening and Wednesday evening, and nothing short 
of incapacitating illness interferes with these appoint-
ments! “He that lovesth father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh 
not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of 
me” (Matthew 10:37, 38). —Jerry Carmichael 
 
Every  

 
is only as strong as its weakest link. How strong are 
you? “Finally, brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might” (Ephesians 6:10). 



THIS WEEK AT WEST SIDE 
Today:   HtH labeling, 4pm. Special presentation by Geoff 

Rowe after pm svc. Gospel meetings begin at Lake Drive & 

Pearisburg. Happy birthday to Nicole Munsey & Dylan Ty-

ler!  

Monday: Area-wide preachers’ meeting w/Billy Smith as 

featured speaker, 10:30am Happy birthday to Glenn Hart-

man! 

Tuesday: W.O.W. monthly meeting, 10:30am. Happy anni-

versary to Charlie & Patti Gwaltney!.  

Wednesday: Bible Study,  7pm.  

Thursday: Gospel meeting begins, Lewisburg, WV, w/

Freddy Anderson.  

Saturday: Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Famous Anthony’s, 

8am. 

Sunday, 10/15:  Our gospel meeting begins w/Keith 

Mosher; evening service, 7pm. Dale Ridge singing/open 

house, 2pm. Meetings begin at Ft. Chiswell & Round Knob. 

Last day to sign up for class on Islam. Happy anniversary to 

Charles & Hazel Maness!  

 

WEST SIDE GOSPEL MEETING—UPDATE 

Sunday, October 15-Wednesday, October 18 with Keith 

Mosher, Memphis, TN. NO lunch after Sunday services. 

“Dinner with the Preacher” schedule is as follows: Monday—

Teams 1 & 3 will host; Tuesday—Team 2, Wednesday—

Team 4. See your team leader for details. A sign up sheet is 

posted to host Brother Mosher for lunch. 

 

HELP! 
Junior High volunteers are needed to help organize the Junior 

Book section of the library. How often you are needed de-

pends upon how many volunteers we get. You will be trained 

and, once we get started, it won’t take more than a few min-

utes before and after services occasionally. Please submit 

your name, e-mail address and phone number to Michelle 

Earnhart (ellenmearnhart@yahoo.com) or 312-5139. 

 

TEAM 4 (ROGERS) 

Be sure to bring bags of individually wrapped candies to put 

in Fall treat bags for Potter Children’s Home. See Tom or 

Melissa if you have questions. 

 

TEACHERS’ MEETING 

Sunday, 10/22, 4:30pm in the fellowship room. This meeting 

is for ALL teachers, Junior High-Adult, and those who would 

be interested in teaching those classes. Questions? See Eric 

Earnhart. 

 

NEW BOOK 

A new book is being placed in the library: OVER THE VAST 

HORIZON, AUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY OF GUY N. 

WOODS by Harrell Davidson. 

 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER ITEMS FOR STAFFORDS 

Torengos (tortilla chips in a can), zip lock bags (any size) 

 
 

A day of worry is more exhausting 
than a week of work. 

 

SICK 
Sick at home: Jeff & Rebecca Durham, Dee House, 

Madolia Rosette & Martha Wood. Herbert Baker is now 

at home and doing well. Grace Myers, LGH, bleeding from 

diverticulitis; was to go home on Thursday. Jo Hartman, 

626, LGH, back surgery; was to go home on Thursday. Sam 

Jones, Freda Overton’s son-in-law, will have surgery to re-

move a cyst from his intestine on Monday. Greg Yotka, (25) 

co-worker of Tom Richardson, is recovering from surgery to 

remove part of his thyroid; possibly malignant. Don “Ole 

Sarge” Prunty from Lake Drive will undergo more surgery 

for his cancer. 

 Continue to remember: Sharon Basham, Norma Biller, 

Betty Buckner, Willard Campbell, Marguerite Charles, 

Harry DeHart (has been moved to Pulaski Rehab.) Jim 

Dorsett, Paul Faw, Winnie Felps (says “thank you” for all 

the cards, calls and prayers; will get her cast off next week), 

Bonnie Gabbard, Tony Glass, Collin & Luetta (cancer 

markers for tumor on skull are down) Gregory, Patti Gwalt-

ney, Glenn & Jo Hartman, Dee House, Dan Hudgins, A.C 

& Mickie Janney, Betty Jenkins, Martha Keith, Margaret 

Kratz, Laven, Sophia Mays, Donnie & Susan Mountcas-

tle, Jo Musgrove, Larry Phillips, Georgia Pyott, Murphy 

& Evelyn Scott, Annette Shrader, Ruth Stanton, Evelyn 
White, Teresa White, Travis Wilson E.V. (is on medication 

for his blood prior to surgery) & Effie Wimmer (had to have 

treatments every two hours on Wednesday), W.J. Wood 

SYMPATHY: We extend our sympathy to George Free-

land, former West Sider,  in the loss of his dad last week. 

MISSIONARIES: the Staffords and the TZ2000 team. 

MILITARY: Ty Stricklin (will be in VA Oct. 16); John 

Shannon and Gabriel Hayes who are in Iraq. Jonathan 

Chumley, Kosovo; Jonathan Simpson, Iraq.  

OTHER: Bonnie Mellon is in Arkansas w/her mom, Doro-

thy Mason, for the next several weeks while her mom under-

goes evaluation regarding her living status. On-going Bible 

studies; “Restore 2006. 

 

SW VA INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

It’s time for West Siders and their friends to hit the greens 

again. The annual event is scheduled for Saturday, 10/21, 

11am at Blue Hills Golf Club. A sign-up sheet is posted; lim-

ited to the first 28 golfers. See Crawford Keith if you have 

any questions.  

 

WINTER CLASS ON ISLAM 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the board for anyone wanting to 

participate in Tom Rogers’ class on Islam. Details are on the 

sheet. Please sign up by Sunday, 10/15, so materials can be 

ordered. 

 

WE’LL BE SAYING GOODBYE… 
To Ortie & Patsy Boyd and Freda Overton who will be 

leaving us the end of the month when they move to North 

Carolina. On Sunday, October 22, after evening services 

there will be a farewell fellowship to say goodbye. See your 

team leader for details. 

 

God doesn’t call the qualified, 
He qualifies the called. 

 



 

Opportunities to Serve                                        October 2006 
Announcements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Earnhart 
Reader (PM). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke Guard 
Preside. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles Maness 
Serve. . .Fred Altizer, Jerry Anderson, Garrett Durham, Luke Guard 
                                                           (PM) Mark Brooks, Paul Mays  
Opening Prayer 
  10/1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tom Duff, (PM) Greg Edwards 
  10/8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Bush, (PM) Herbert Baker 
  10/15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charles Gwaltney, (PM) Crawford Keith 
  10/22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bob Garby, (PM) Collin Gregory 
  10/29. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .David Brown, (PM) Youth 
 Closing Prayer 
  10/1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Glenn Hartman, (PM) Jeff Durham 
  10/8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Squeaky Valentine, (PM) Tom Richardson 
  10/15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Puckett, (PM) Bobby Martin 
  10/22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Don Pettit, (PM) Jerry Anderson 
  10/29. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ethan Rogers, (PM) Youth 
Greeters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .McFalls, Paxtons 
Open/Close Building. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Rogers 
Care of Communion. . L. Maness, B. Mellon; alternate, K. Munsey 
Song Leaders 
  Sunday. . . .(AM) J. Durham, (PM) A. House. . . . .(Wed.) P. Mays 
Care of Baptismal Garments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenni Sprouse 
Ushers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Guard, George Mellon 
Nursery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kim Brown, (PM) Wanda Martin  
Alternates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Greg Edwards, Lyn Shrader 
Handouts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claude Crowe, Glenn Hartman,  
                                                                 Squeaky & Sam Valentine 
Doorman . . . . . . . . . . . .David Brown; alternate, Charles Gwaltney 
 
OUR RECORD. . . . . 9/27, 10/1, 2006 
Wednesday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .135 
Sunday Bible Study. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .141 
Sunday Morning Worship. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 159 
Sunday Evening Worship. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 134 
Contribution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,138.00 
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Twenty-five Years Later 
     One day as a wife and her husband quarreled, 
harsh words were spoken. Each was too proud to ask 
the other’s forgiveness, and bitter feelings finally led 
to divorce. Neither found a new mate during the inter-
vening years, and now 25 years later, with one son 
already dead and the other whereabouts unknown, 
this woman learned that the only man she ever loved 
was in the hospital. 
     She went to see him and, with tears, they forgave 
each other. At their request, the preacher gladly re-
married them right there in the hospital room. As he 
left after performing the ceremony, he thought of the 
price they had paid for their unwillingness to forgive. 
     The prayers of both had been powerless (I Peter 
3:7), the joy of salvation could not be experienced 
(Psalm 51:12) and their sons had suffered because of 
a broken home. Although the husband and wife were 
reunited, the wasted years could never be recalled. 
Harboring an unforgiving spirit cheats one of fellow-
ship with God, the beauty of Christian character and 
the best joys of life. “But if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your tres-
passes” (Matthew 6:15). 
                                   via The Morristown Messenger 

                                                         Morristown, TN 


