Does the Church
Save?

This question
is often asked and
usually answered by
denominations in the
negative. But what

does the Bible say about the importance of the
church? Of course, we mean the church of the
Bible. Christ purchased the church with His
blood (Acts 20:28). God’'s wisdom is to be
made known by the church (Ephesians 3:10).
It is the body of which Christ is head and Sav-
ior (Ephesians 5:23). All the saved are added
to it (Acts 2:47). Christ gave Himself for the
church (Ephesians 5:25). The church of the
firstborn which is written in heaven (Hebrews
12:23) is called the church of Christ (Romans
16:16).

Is it reasonable to think that Christ
would shed His blood and give Himself for
something non-essential? It is very true that
denominations do not save. It is very sad that
they cannot come to the knowledge that it is in
the church of the Bible one is saved.

Let us not count lightly that which the
Lord thought so important. His church, and
only His church, will be saved in the judgment.
His church is revealed in His Word. When one
obeys the gospel and becomes a member of
His church and lives a faithful life, he will be
rewarded with a home in heaven (Revelation
2:10). Let’s work to this end.

The Elders

Things I'm Glad My Son Has Seen

We have come to another

phase in our lives. This is the last

Sunday that Kirk will be a regular at

West Side. He leaves our home

Tuesday to begin his college career.

Our nest will be empty. Many of you

have experienced this situation.

Jeanny and | will return next week to

an empty house. We have prepared

for this time for some 18 years. A

few years ago, when Kyle left home,

| preached a sermon entitled,

“Things I'm Glad My Son Has

Seen.” | would like to reiterate the points from that

sermon as a reminder to Kirk and as a means of say-
ing thanks to you.

I’'m glad my son has seen many dedicated
Christians. We have been privileged to be around
the greatest people in the world—God’s people. He
has seen faithful Christians in several states and two
countries, but none better than you. Thank you for
being an example and role model for him.

I'm glad my son has known the fellowship
of faithful Christians. We have lived away from fam-
ily all our lives. The church has been family to us. For
the past nine years, West Side has been that family.
And what a family you are! My son has seen Christi-
anity in action and enjoyed the company of those of
like, precious faith.

I'm glad my son has seen husbands and
wives who love each other and who are devoted
to the sanctity of marriage. In an age when mar-
riages are disposable and divorce is an everyday oc-
currence, he has seen dedication in the home. He
has witnessed so many of you, day in and day out,
caring for each other through sickness, facing adver-
sity together and sharing in joyous occasions. Thank
you for demonstrating to him what Christian marriage
is all about.

I’'m glad my son has seen Godly elders in
action. Thanks to many good elders through the
years, he now knows what to look for and, hopefully,
one day to become. He has been taught by them in
classes, from the pulpit and by example. He has seen
men who love souls and are unashamed (continued)



Things I'm Glad My Son Has Seen (continued)
and unafraid to stand for truth. He has had some tremen-
dous examples to follow.

I'm glad my son has seen dedicated deacons
doing their jobs. Some of the greatest youth leaders
anywhere are to be found right here among our deacons
(former and present). We have never been more thankful
for anything than the attention our sons have received
through the efforts of these men. But, he has also seen
other deacons involved in their responsibilities and loyal
to their tasks. He has seen a church operate as a well-
oiled machine in accordance with God’s directives.

I'm glad my son has seen devoted Christian
ladies in action. He has seen young mothers dedicated
to the care and training of their children.. He has seen
elderly ladies, fighting through infirmities, living for God
and family each day. He has seen that a Godly mother is
the key to a successful home—and that will serve him
well in his search for a wife one day.

I’'m glad my son has been involved with fan-
tastic young people. I've said it often, but West Side has
some of the finest youth to be found anywhere. You have
likely impacted his life more than any other segment of
the church. You have played a vital role in his formative
years. Many of the youth of this congregation have served
as leaders for him. Others have looked up to him and
given him good reason to be a leader himself. Thank you
for being such fine examples and positive influences for
him.

I'm glad my son has seen problems, hard-
ships, sickness and death. It seems strange to say
such, be we should not paint an “all rosy” picture for them.
My son has seen impoverished people in foreign lands.
He has witnessed the deaths of those close to us and
how God’s great people bonded together in love in such
trying times. He has seen that being a faithful Christian
doesn’'t make you immune from the trials of life, but it
does give you a rich avenue of support and love to bear
those trials—one that the world cannot offer.

I'm glad my son has seen that God’s people
can have fun and still be faithful. ~ No family has ever
had more fun than ours. And the greatest times have
been those shared with fellow Christians. Our sons have
often asked to have West Side people at our house or to
go out to eat with us. That speaks volumes about how
they feel about you. My son has tremendous memories
from VCC, Horizons, VBS and numerous youth and
church gatherings.

Jeanny and | owe a debt of gratitude to you. You
have demonstrated true Christianity before our son. You
have shown him how to face adversity, accept success,
honor those worthy, support those who are weak, enjoy
the company of God’s great people and how to live right
in a world so wrong. Thank you, West Side, for helping
develop our sons into the fine young men they are. And
thank you, Kirk, for the great memories and your place
among the many wonderful young people who have been
a part of this congregation. I'm glad you've been able to
see all this. Eddy

“Proverbs” Make for Good Reading
pro verb: “A short saying in common use that strik-
ingly expresses some obvious truth or familiar ex-
perience; adage; maxim” (Webster's New World Dic-
tionary)

Recently a friend sent me a copy of several
“proverbs”.

“Church Marquis Signs”

The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.
Don't give up. Moses was once a basket case.
Life has many choices. Eternity has two. What's yours?
Prevent truth decay. Brush up on your Bible.
It's hard to stumble when you’re on your knees.
A clear conscience makes a soft pillow.
Christians, keep the faith...but not from others!
To belittle is to be little.
God answers knee-mail.

Each of the above makes a wonderful point; but
let me suggest another set of “maxims”. Read those that
were penned by Agur, Lemuel and Solomon in the Old
Testament book of Proverbs.

A word of warning is in order before you get
started. Proverbs makes for a difficult study. Not be-
cause of its intricate symbolism—Ilike that of Revela-
tion—or deep theological undercurrents—like those in
Romans. Proverbs is difficult because it has no struc-
ture. One or two verses deal with a thought and, then,
the next verse or so deals with some other, unrelated
subject. So, here are a few suggestions.

1) Read Proverbs and write down some themes
you see.

2) Read Proverbs again and group passages
per these themes.

3) Read Proverbs again, giving attention to just
one of your themes.

4) Make a list of New Testament passages/
principles that correspond.

5) Apply your findings to your own life...and
share them with others.

Prov erbs: “A book of short sayings that have
come from God and need to be experienced/applied by
man.” (DW). Dan Winkler

“The proverbs of Solomon the son of David,
king of Israel; To know wisdom and instruction; to per-
ceive the words of understanding; To receive the in-
struction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;
To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowl-
edge and discretion. My son, if thou wilt receive my
words, and hide my commandments with thee; So that
thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine
heart to understanding; Yea, if thou criest after knowl-
edge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; If thou
seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid
treasures; Then shalt thou understand the fear of the
LORD, and find the knowledge of God. For the LORD
giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and
understanding” (Proverbs 1:1-3; 2:1-6).



SICK
(at home)Evelyn Scott, David Wilcox.Alvin Murray has

THIS WEEK AT WEST SIDE

Today: HtH labeling, 4pm.Young men to conduct evening
been removed from life support and is not expettetive service. College students send-off after pm svarikigton/
much longer. Our prayers are requested for hislyafimer  Whitlow skit teams practice after send-off.

Hurt, Elsie Smith’s brother, has been released from t®e h Tuesday:Happy anniversary tdbom & Susan Duff!

pital. Wednesday: Bible Study, Summer Serieblichael Justice,
Continue to remembelissa, Mary & Lynn Anderson, Seven Hills, 7pm. Happy birthday kaistie Jearls!

Norma Biller, Betty Buckner, Willard Campbell, Margu e- Thursday: VBS dress rehearsal, 6:30pm. Happy birthday to
rite Charles 522 Eisenhower DR, Fredericksburg, VARebecca Durham!

21703—for next two weeks; would appreciate card®tty Friday: Happy birthday taSandra Altizer, Joe Brown &
Collins, Lourine Davis,Jim Dorsett, Paul Faw, Dolly BurtJones(P.O. Box 531, Marietta, OH 45780)

Grantham (required a second surgery due to infection at thaturday: VBS, 9am

mastectomy site)Collin & Luetta Gregory, Patti Gwalt-
ney, Jo Hartman (will have back surgery in the near future)
Dan Hudgins ,A.C & Mickie Janney, Betty Jenkins, Ma-
tha Keith, Lisa Knott (will have surgery on 8/16Marga-
ret Kratz, Oliver & Miriam Majors, Sophia Mays, Don nie

& Susan Mountcastle, Jo Musgrove, Grace Myers, Lay
Phillips, Charlie Puckett, Murphy Scott, Annette
Shrader, Laura Simms, Peggy Simpkins, Ruth Stanton,
Ken Upchurch (surgery scheduled for Tuesdayelma
Vaughan, David Wertz, Evelyn White, Jessica White
1700 Dave Buck RD, #14, Johnson City, TN 3760d¢ta
Whitt, E.V. & Effie Wimmer, W.J. Wood

MISSIONARIES: the Pearsons, the Staffordsand the
TZ2000 team.
MILITARY: Ty Stricklin,
Hayeswho are in Iraq.
OTHER: On-going Bible studies; “Restore 2006

John Shannon and Gabriel

VBS DRESS REHEARSAL

Thursday, 6:30pm for ALL skits. It is very importahat you
be here to prepare for Saturday’s VBS. This wifloabe a
time for adults to view the skits.

FALL LADIES’ CLASS

Jeanny Gilpin will be teaching from Jane McWhorter's
book, Now | Can Flyin the Fall. This class is for Junior
High-Adult ladies. A sign-up sheet is posted. Réesigin up
so we know how many books to order.

TURN, TURN, TURN 2006
. “You Can't Always Have It Your
/) Way” (Learning Contentment) (Philippians 4:11;

“Weekend” this year which will be held only on Satay as
we were unable to find a campCelicia Grider of Collier-
ville, TN, will be the featured speaker 8aturday, October
7. Activities begin at 8:30am with a continental dkfast.
There is no cost for this year's event. Registrafirms are
available on the table in the foyer. Registrati@adline is
September 27.

TANZANIA TRIP—YOU CAN HELP

Items being collected for our guys to take in Seyter: dry
erase markers, ink pens, loose leaf notebook ptiperinew/
used) white t-shirts (new or clean, in good-repaires),
NKJV Bibles. Give tadRebecca Durham.

Let not the morrow be as a thief
to rob you of this day’s blessing.

Luke 2:52) is the theme for our Ladies’ Bible Study

Sunday, 8/6: Happy anniversary tbred & Sandra Altizer!

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP MEAL
August 9, 5:45pm. Menu: spaghetti, salad, rolls &sgbrt.
Sign up in the foyer and give an elder $5 befoneday, 8/6

SEW BEE IT

Fabric, patterns, notions, batting for quilts todeat to Africa
should be given tdkay Anderson or Glenna Richardsonto
be sent to Hattiesburg, M3\o later than August 1.

ENCOURAGE YOUR FAMILY!
Part of your role as a family member is to beradha
those with whom you live. God created you to beheec-
leader for your spouse and children.
E-N-C-O-U-R-A-G-E-M-E-N-T is perhaps the best

cheer you can learn!

E is for enthusiasm and energy in supporting causes
important to your family members.

N is for saying, “Next time you'll succeed.”

C is for compassion.

O is for open lines of communication.

U is for understanding.

R is for rooting on the team.

A is for arranging your schedule to make time for
others in your family.

G is for going the second mile.

E is for entertaining your children’s friends.

M is for modeling a positive attitude.

E is for empowering your child with God’s Word.

N is for never giving up.

T is for taking time out for hugs and praise.

“E-N-C-0-U-R-A-G-E” your family today, and let

them know you M-E-N-T” it!

Via Covington, TN Family News

As we meet and touch, each day,
The many travelers on our way,
Let every such brief contact be

\ A glorious, helpful ministry.

The contact of the soil and seed,
Each giving to the other’s need,

w Each helping on the other’s best

And blessing, each,

as well as blest.
Susan Coolidge




Opportunities to Serve July 2006

ANNOUNCEMENTS . ...ttt i e Mike Durham
Reader (PM). .. ... Ethan Rogers
Preside......... ... . David Brown
Serve............ H. Baker, M. Brooks, J. Hawks, T. Richardson

(PM) Danny & Luke Guard

8/6. .. Don Pettit, (PM) Collin Gregory
8/13. . Jeff Durham, (PM) Jerry Anderson
8/20. . .. Danny Guard, (PM) Mike Durham
8/27. ... Squeaky Valentine, (PM) Fred Altizer
Closing Prayer
8/6. . . Grat Tucker, (PM) Mitch Jearls
8/13. .. Andy Duran, (PM) Paul Mays
8/20. . .. Greg Edwards, (PM) John Black
8/27. . Charlie Gwaltney, (PM) Walter Jenkins
GreeterS .. . oot e McFalls, Neighbors
Open/Close Building . .......... ... ... i, Don Pettit
Care of Communion . ..... M. Earnhart, W. Martin; alt. H. Maness

Song Leaders
Sunday . . .. (AM) E. Earnhart, (PM) P. Mays. . . (Wed.) D. Brown

Care of Baptismal Garments . ................. Barbara Foley
Ushers. .........ccciiiiin. Glenn Hartman, Tom Rogers
Nursery . ... Marsha Cooke, (PM) Linda Maness
Alternates .. ........ ... ... ... Bob Garby, Gary Sartain
Handouts ......... Danny & Luke Guard, Tom & Weston Rogers
OUR RECORD... .. 7/19, 23, 2006

Wednesday . ..........ccoiiiiiii. 145

Sunday Bible Study . ........... ... ... ... 147

Sunday Morning Worship .. ........ ...... 176

Sunday Evening Worship . ......... ...... 136

Contribution . ......... .. ... .. .. ... $4,559.00
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Cold Within

Six humans trapped by happenstance,
In bleak and bitter cold.
Each one possessed a stick of wood,
Or so the story’s told.
Their dying fire in need of logs,
The first man held his back,
For among the faces round the fire,
He noticed one was black.
The next one saw through fading light
A man not of his church,
And so he couldn’t bring himself
To share his stick of birch.
The third one sat in tattered clothes,
He gave his coat a hitch,

Why should his log be used to warm the rich?
The rich man sat and thought about
The wealth he had in store,

And to keep what he had from the lazy, shiftless poor.
The black man’s face showed much revenge
As the fire passed from sight,

For all he saw in the wood he held
Was a chance to spite the white.

The last m an of this forlorn group
Only worked for gain,

Giving only to the ones who gave
Was how he played the game.

Their logs held tight in their frozen hands
Was proof of human sin.

They didn't die from the cold without—
They died from the cold within.



