
Lessons from Noah's Ark (Gen. 6) 
One: Don't miss the boat.  Be prepared spiritually for the many changes we’ll face in our 
lifetimes.  Don’t allow worldly temptations to distract us from the important goal of reach-
ing Heaven.  “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling in Christ Je-
sus.” (Phil. 3:14) 
Two: Remember that we are all in the same boat.  God gives us all the choice to decide 
for ourselves about serving Him; no favoritism.  “And if ye call on the Father, who with-
out respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, 
pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:” (I Peter 1:17) 
Three: Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark.  
“The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in 
the summer;” (Prov. 30:25) 
Four: Stay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone may ask 
you to do something really big!  Take care of this physical body 
that God gave us so we might serve Him longer and better.  
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own?” (I Cor. 6:19)  
Five: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to 
be done.  If Noah had listened to his critics, he and his entire family would have been 
lost. 
Six: Build your future on high ground.  Don’t settle for the “easy”, earthly goals.  “If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Col. 
3:1-2) 
Seven: For safety's sake, travel in pairs.  In Gen. 2:18, God made Eve for Adam be-
cause He saw it wasn’t good for him to be alone.  Having good, Christian friends is a 
great “safety net” to encourage one another towards good things. 
Eight: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.  “I 
returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet 
favor to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.” (Eccl. 9:11) 
Nine: When you're stressed, float a while.  Learn how to “chill out”, back away from a 
problem or a tense situation instead of continuing to “plow on through it”.  “Wherefore 
seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us,” (Heb. 12:1)  
Ten: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a rainbow waiting.  In 
Gen. 9:12-14, God created the “bow” in the sky as proof of His promise to never again 
flood the entire earth with water.  Jesus promised us in John 14:1-4 that He was going 
to Heaven to prepare a place for those who remain faithful to Him.  He kept His promise 
about no more worldwide floods; He’ll keep His promise about an Eternal Reward. 
 
Try to remember these simple lessons from one of the best-know Bible stories in the 
whole world.  (adapted)�

 



 
Continue to remember in prayer:  

 
Margaret Kratz,  Miriam Majors, Wal-
ter Jenkins,  Jim Dorsett,  E.V. Wim-
mer,  Martha Keith, WJ Wood, Al Fur-
row, Lyn Anderson, Marguerite 
Charles, Jo Musgrove,  Evelyn Scott, 
Teresa White, Gene Benefield, Ruth 
Stanton, Tanner Reed 

 
• Danny White, Barry’s brother, is in LGH. 
• Betty Jenkins is home after her stay in the hospital. 
• David Harrison, friend of the Edwards, was hit by 

a car while on his bike.  Suffered several injuries 
and spent a few days in the hospital. 

• Wanda Martin’s father fell last week. 
_______________________________________________ 
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Jay Martin—Afghanistan 
Katy Halling—Haiti 

Angela Halling—Haiti 

___________________________________________ 
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WOW   
The next regular meeting will be on February 9 at 
10:30.  
������������������������������������������������ 

 

 

There will be a  
Wedding �Reception  

on January 31  
after evening services 

for  
Matt & Melissa Marshall Yarbro. 

 
  They will be married in T�����
���.�������hey will be residing in 

Salem.  Gift suggestions include:  
Home Improvement Gift Cards, Wal-
mart/Kroger Gift Cards and Restau-

rant Gift Cards.  Please join us to 
congratulate this new couple. 

�



�

�����������	��
 ��
���
�

�
�

��������	
��
����	�

�����������	�
������
��
����
�������
����
��������
��
��������������
��
��
�
�������������
������
������������������
	�����������
���������
�����
��������������
�
�������	������������������

���������
��������� �!�
�"�
���������������
�
���#�����$�����%��&

��
��
���������
���'��
�(��)���*��
����+�,�-�
�.���#���/������
0
�����
�1��

��)������
���
����
������
�

���	����	����	��

���
���������������
��!����
����,�������
��
������
�23,��������
��
���	��!���
�
������������������
��������
���
���
����
�
��������
�

������������
��!����
������4�
�

����������
�	���

����5��6���
�
��7�� ����!
�!�
������������������!���)�

��!��#���&
��
���
��!���
�����	�
�7�5����8��������9��������#�����
��������
���
���
��������
�5����	������������
����
�
��
������!���!��
�
��������	������������	���	�����

/���0�����
�����
�����������
������
	�
�:�����
�7��������7��������&
������
�������
������
���
���

����
���5����
����/��
����
����0��;��
�
���<��
��
��(��
�=32=������������!�������������
��,���
�
�
����
��	���	�
����������������
1����
���������
����
����!�������
�
����!
��
���
	������<��
��
���'&
����#������
�
����
�������������
���
����4�
�
��	��	��������������������� �	���

���
���������������!��!���
	��������<��
��
���>��
����&2��)���
��
0�

���������$�������������
���#��!������
���
�����!�*�������
��!�
#������0�����#����������������
�����
������
��!���
���
�����
�����
�
!""#���	��������	��

?��������������������!���

�
����
����
����@����

���
����7��������
�����
�������
��
����
�����7���/����
��������
�������
�������������
���������������	������������4�
�
��
�	�����

�������
�
���������
�������������������������
��
������
�������
����

����������!������������	�������!�
��A��������!���
�
����4B������	��
�

 
�
�

���������	
��

�
� �������	��
�����
� ���������		�	�
����������
��� � ����������		�
�� ��	������	�� � �������	��
���
�� �����������
� � ������������
�� ��	��� �!�		�����"��
� ��	���	��	���
�� ��� ���� #�$$���!��$�������
�������	����	%� � ���&��	����
����#��
�		� '����� ���	��&��	����
�()(�� ������ )������ �
�����#�����
�

����������"�		� � �������� ����
�����
������ � '����!���*�����
���+����,� � � ���������������	�
!���-�""��� � #������ ��	��

���������������������
������ 

�
�

���������	
	���������	
	���������	
	���������	
	����
�

�����������	
���������
����������
�����
����������������������������������	�
��������������� �������
���������������
�����
����� ��!�"�������#��
"�
�� �
�"�$���������
%����������� ������&�������'����������
� � ������$������!���
���(�
���
)�'	�!��#������������� �*�$��*���������
� � ������$(����$�**������(�
���
�
�������������%������������+�(��	����
�����	����,������������� ���������������
%���������� ��������	���
���(
��������
� � ��������������(��	���(�
���
)�'	�!��#����������������(�������

��������
� � ������ �*����	�����(�
���
����������� %��(����
"�,��������
� �
�
�����(�������&��������
�
��&��	(�!�
%������� � �������	����,����
�
)�'	�!��#�������������$����		��������
�
-���.�(�
�� ��(���������#���������
$���	��
��  ������(�
"�%�'	��
�
)��
������ ,�*�������������������
� � 
������������%���
/
���
�� ������	�
�-�#�
"��0���#��+�(��	����
1�����	
�� ���#� ���#
"�%��(�2�!�
%�������������������3��������
����
� � ��������3��� ��!��

�
�

�����������	
	��
�
	��
������������	����� ���������������	���
� ���!�"���	
������� �������!�	
��

������� �����#��$��

�

 
January ��, 20��      Number 310� 

�
�



 
“Exceptions” to the Rule (7) 

 

     Like all Bible words, the word “except” is important. It 
is found 74 times in 72 verses in the King James Version. 
It is important because it points out the exception(s) to the 
rule or statement given. And, in most cases, unless the 
exception(s) had been stated, the result(s) or consequence
(s) would have been devastating. We continue, looking at 
instances of its occurrences in the New Testament. 

     Last week we noticed a statement by Nicodemus (Jn. 3:2). This week we con-
tinue in that same context. Following the statement Nicodemus made, Jesus re-
plied with this basic sentence: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, he [man] cannot 
see the kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:3). Now, since the kingdom and the church are 
one and the same (cf. Mt. 16:18, 19), and since the saved are added to the 
church/kingdom by the Lord (Acts 2:47), the kingdom/church is all important 
(cf. Eph. 5:23). This being the case, for Jesus to say that man “cannot see the 
kingdom of God” would have had dreadful consequences. It would have had not 
Jesus stated the exception. His full statement reads: Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” The ex-
ception (and the only exception) is that man must be “born again.” From this 
statement itself, one cannot know what being “born again” is. We must allow the 
Bible to define its terms for us. 
     Jesus further stated in this context, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God” (Jn. 3:5). Not only is this another example of an exception (without being 
“born of water and the Spirit” one cannot “enter into the kingdom”), it also helps 
clarify what being “born again” exactly is. In this statement we find that it in-
volves two elements: water and the Spirit. The “water” involved in this new birth 
is baptism (cf. Acts 8:36; I Pet. 3:20, 21). Paul stated that we are saved by “the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Tit. 3:5). He told the 
Corinthians, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit” (I Cor. 12:13). Thus, the “Spirit” involved with being “born 
again” is the Holy Spirit, Whose directives come through the word He inspired. 
Thus, unless one is baptized in accordance with the teachings of the Holy Spirit 
(given in the New Testament) he “cannot see the kingdom of God.” There are no 
exceptions to this rule. 

 (To be continued.) 

      -Eddy  
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