| Felt It In My Heart

More and more professional
pulpiteers who describe them-
selves as ‘dynamic’,
‘energetic’, ‘motivating’, and
‘charismatic’ are telling their
listeners what they ‘feel in their
heart’ as opposed to what they
glean from God'’s holy Book. Bible quoting has giwgay to touch-
ing stories and emotional pleas and too often tle®fle love to
have it so” ( Jeremiah 5:31).

What the ‘new breed’ of preacher overlooks is tbhtisti-
anity is a religion designed to appeal to the lattland then the
emotion. The ‘feeling’ that one develops in hisher heart is sup-
posed to be attained by intellectual means andahemustry. The
‘feelings in the heart’ are to result from thougbfdhe mind. In-
stead, many preach thoughts that are results elfrifgs in the
heart’ (emotions).

The Bible says, “And Jehovah saw that the wickedrd
man was great in the earth, and that every imagimat the
thoughts of his heart was on evil continually” (Gérb). Indeed, the
Bible indicates that the ‘heart’ has thoughts, erabtions. If we
trust upon ‘what we feel in our hearts’ we aretapeach and to
believe error, “The fool has said in his heart ¢hisrno God” (Ps.
14:1). Though the fool's heart, or emotions, thllw there is no
God, an intellectual survey would inform him othesg/(Rom.

1:20). This offers ample proof that the old ‘feglidown deep in the
heart’ could be a lie!

The Bible urges us to believe what we reasonystedt,
and intelligently conclude to be factual based drleBteaching (I
Thes. 5:21; 2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Jn. 4:1; Acts 17:11)emMwrhose behavior
pleased God were emotionally convicted becauseati@nal, intel-
ligent examination of facts and truth (Acts 2:3R)is OK to have
emotional feelings in Christianity; in fact, emai®are stirred every
time inspired men preach the Word of God (Acts7Z5Y4; 8:39;
16:14; etc). But be careful not to allow your eimns to persuade
you unless they are the result of Bible teaching.

The Elders

At the Close of ‘06

It is hard for many of us to believe, but
another year has come and gone. Another
leaf is almost ready to be torn from the cal-
endar. Another clean page in our journal of
life is just about ready for the ink. Time
has marched steadily and ever-so-swiftly
on. In order to look at 2006, we must now
do so in the rearview mirror. Take a mo-
ment to examine this past year in just that
fashion in a personal, spiritual way.

At the close of '06...do you see yourself
having grown as a Christian? Did you de-
velop better study habits or continue in the

good study habits that you already had in placef? d@

you falter through the year and fail to keep yasalution

to “do better?” Do you know more of God’s Word naw
you look in the rearview mirror than you did in darny

when the year was in full view out of your winddtiz

We all know that our God commands us to study HadV
(I Tim. 2:15).

At the close of '06...are you more faithful inwaatten-
dance than ever before? If you have made it atipeato
be faithful in worship and Bible study through thears
this question is obviously not for you. But, fdrose
whose attendance record is less than stellar, y@venade
the conscience effort to improve? Far too manyehae-
come lax in their view of the importance of assentl
with their brethren. We are not to forsake suclel(H
10:25), and doing so is blatant sin against God ldisd
church.

At the close of '06...can you see where you haught
someone the gospel? As you peek back throughehe y
can you see opportunities you took advantage ofarer
those opportunities lying unobserved beside thel rob
life? Did you make the conscientious effort to citwn
across the table with someone and study the Bibibe w
them? If we do not teach, how can we call oursefaéh-
ful Christians (Heb. 5:12-14)?

At the close of '06...do you see the need_for Imint-
provement in '07? None of us is perfect, but gtatement
is so often used as an excuse for not doing better-
tainly, each of us can improve, but there are sevhe
need to make drastic changes in their lives. Ao& y
among that number? - continued



Teens Westside'0lder Workers
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At the Close of ‘06—eontinued

Does the spiritual preview of '07 out of your windshield
look just as bleak as the spiritual review of 06 in your

rearview mirror? Why not determine now to make 200’
the best year of your life spiritually!
-Eddy

Kitchen Update

We are now waiting for the City of Salem to come

and change over the power. Don’t you just wish
the government worked on our schedule!! So
hopefully by the end of the year all that will be fin-
ished.

On the front of the building, the crew worked hard
to install new pipe for drainage so that we don't
have water in the foyer after heavy rains. As soon
as weather allows they will be pouring new side-
walks.

The bathrooms are finished and usable. The towe
dispensers are automatic, just run your hand unde
the dispenser. Also it is not a toy for children!!

The old kitchen will become the storage room for
all cleaning and paper supplies, light bulbs, salt an
the like. This will not be a junk room!! Also only
media supplies in the media room!!



SICK ISLAM CLASS

na’om Rogers class on Islam will not be meeting this
énorning. Please attend Eric Earnhart's class on Psalms
in the auditorium. Tom will be back next week.

Effie Wimmer is home after a stay in the hospital a
E.V. Wimmer is feeling a lot better after his procedur
on Wednesday.

. . OFFICE
Grace Myers fell and fractured her foot but is domgI will be out of the office until late afternoon on

ok. Wednesday. Please e-mail any events or bulletin infor-

Gary Sartain is recovering from knee surgery. mation to me at jo12164@yahoo.com. - Jo Ann
BACK ISSUES

Each family at West Side has been receiviiigink”
magazine, courtesy of the Lacy Rowe estate. If you are

Sandy Garby will be having tests and procedures ne ot using the back issues in some fashion, please return

week to determine a course of action for her further re-ose to the bUIIdIng.. Geoff wants to use t_hem in his
covery. personal work. We will see that they get to him.

Marquerite Charles will be having out patient proce-
dures soon to improve her long-range health.

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP MEALS

Now that the kitchen will be in working order next
week, we will be starting up the Wednesday Fellowship
meals again Wednesday, January 10. Sign up in the
hallway and pay your $5 to an elder by January 7.
Menu will be anything but ham or turkey—just kid-
ding—lasagna, salad, rolls and dessert!!

Ruth Stanton was in LGH earlier this week with an
infection. She is now at her daughter’'s home.

Bessie Gilpin Eddy’s grandmother, is in ICU in Ala-
bama.

Remember the following in prayersTeresa White,
Larry Phillips, Luetta Gregory, Glenna Richardson,

: DIRECTORIES
Dan Hudgins. The directory is in its final stages. If you have ANY
241 ) address changes since October 1. Please write them out

and give to Michelle Earnhart immediately.
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MILITARY: Ty Stricklin at 29 Palms
Marine BaseJonathan Simpson, John



Shannon and Gabriel Hayes who are in Irag.Jonathan
Chumley, Kosovo.
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