
I WISH I COULD ASK MY DAD 
 

It’s almost impossible for me to believe that it has almost been a decade since my 
father passed away, but that will be true this coming December. That means that this is my 
ninth Father’s Day without a father to call, visit, or even send a card to. I sure would like to 
turn the clock back to a time before December of 1999. If I had that power, there are some 
things I wish I could ask my dad. As I grow older and the years keep slipping by, I am com-
ing to the realization that there’s a lot about him I never knew (and now will never know). 
Among other things, I’d like to ask my dad - 
 

- Exactly where and when did you and mom meet for the 
    first time? 
- What attracted you to her? 
- What was it like to live through the Great Depression? 
- What did you do in the year between your junior and  
    senior years in high school (when you had to set out  
    because you could not afford to go)? 
- How hard was it to begin your service in the armed  
    forces when you were well into your thirties? 
- Who instilled that sense of duty into you that caused you to enter the armed 

     forces during World War II even when one of your relatives offered you a 
     legitimate way to not have to serve? 

- Tell me about the loss of your mother when you were a very small boy. How did
     you recover from that (or do you think that you ever fully recovered)? 

- Where did you get those remarkable qualities of honesty, integrity, and industry
      that people still talk about almost a decade after your death? 

- Am I making you proud that I wear your name? 
 
OK; I know this is way too personal, but there is a point to all of this. You see, I 

made some mistakes for the fifty-one years that I had my dad. I am hoping that what I write 
here will prevent those who read this from making the same mistakes. 

 
First, I guess I thought I’d have my dad forever. I never really “factored in” the 

possibility that there would be day when I couldn’t get in touch with him. 
 
 Second, I always was too busy. Depending on the stage of my life, I had 
“important” things to do; things like school, sports, dating, marriage, my own job(s), time 
spent with my own wife and children, time with friends, errands, hobbies, etc. Far too late 
I’ve learned that I often confused what was urgent with what was important. I guess I also 
believed in some sort of “mental osmosis.” I guess I figured I would learn the things about 
which I was curious without ever really taking the time to sit down and have long talks with 
my dad. All that information would just “rub off” somehow. It didn’t happen. I’m still curi-
ous and there is nowhere to go for the answers. 
       -continued 

 



I WISH I COULD ASK MY DAD—continued 
 
If, on this Father’s Day, you still have your father, let 

me suggest that you do two things that you will never regret. 
First, thank your heavenly Father for that great blessing. There 
may be those who read these words who never even knew their 
father. There are others like me who no longer have their fathers. 
Talk to somebody in one of those two situations and get their 
(our) perspective concerning how blessed you are. Second, clear 
your schedule and do whatever else is necessary to spend a little 
(or a lot of) quality time with your dad. Try forgetting small talk, 
discussions about sports or politics, or just “stuff.” Find out who 
the man really is whose name you wear. 

Take it from somebody who knows. If you’ll respond 
positively to those two suggestions, you’ll not spend the rest of 
your life wondering what might have been. 
 
     -- Jim Faughn�
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WOW   
The next regular 

meeting will be on July 
13 at 10:30.   

__________________________________ 
�

�

West Side Youth Report 
 

Last Sunday the youth group stayed after 
church for TBS. We stayed in the fellowship 

hall and had a "new song singing" to help everyone learn 
new devotional songs. 
 
Tuesday night the youth group went to Lee Hi Lanes for a 
night of bowling. Everyone had a fun time trying out differ-
ent trick shots and trying to keep up with our resident bowl-
ing expert Mr. Greg. 
 
Wednesday night after church, the high school guys went 
with Ryan to Macado's for some dessert (and mac and 
cheese... Sam) and went back to the Teen Center house for 
some post-dessert hang out time. The youth group girls went 
with Katelyn, Emily, and Amanda to Scott and Ellie's for 
some ice cream. The girls had a great time discussing ideas 
for summer activities and just spending time together with-
out the boys.  
 
Thursday afternoon, 10 youth groupers went to visit Mrs. 
Evelyn White and to do some yard work for her. We cleaned 
out her flower beds, cleaned out her gutters, and then went 
inside to enjoy some snacks, sweet tea, and time with Mrs. 
White. Everyone showed a great work ethic and enjoyed the 
chance to serve a dear sister in Christ. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
This week - VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN CAMP!!! 
 
Wednesday, June 23 - Note to all members, if you want to 
go on the Tubing Trip on June 29th at 10 AM, you MUST 
sign up on the sheet on the youth board in the hall by THIS 
WEDNESDAY. The company needs a final head count by 
Thursday morning. Also, pick up a waiver form and lunch 
form on the table in the front lobby (white, orange, and yel-
low papers stapled together). The waiver must be signed 
before you can go on the trip. The forms and money ($15 for 
the trip, $5.50 for lunch) are due by NEXT SUNDAY, June 
27 to JoAnn or Ryan. Everyone is invited! 
 
Monday, June 28 - After an uplifting week at VCC, we will 
be welcoming area congregations as we host the first Sum-
mer Youth Devotional of the season at 7 PM. This event is 
not only for the youth. Non-youth group members can be a 
great encouragement to the youth by supporting them at the 
devotional. 
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• Annette Shrader will be return-

ing to UVA on Tuesday to sched-
ule her next procedure.�

 
Remember in prayer:   
Rachel Strickland, Jack Cook, 
Wanda Marshall, Doris White, Shan-
non VanRavestein 
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“But God…” (6) 

 

     The phrase “but God” shows a contrast in 
what man thought, said or did with what God 
ultimately said or did. This results in the end-
ing’s being changed completely by what God 
said or did. Our study now takes us into the 
Psalms.  
    
  The 49th psalm is anonymous, but was obviously penned because of 
some hardship brought upon the poor writer by some rich and powerful 
individual. The writer speaks of the justice that awaits such individuals 
ultimately. One of the most important matters revealed in this psalm is the 
unwavering belief in life after death. The psalmist wrote, “Like sheep they 
are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have 
dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the 
grave from their dwelling” (Ps. 49:14). Although the wicked are laid in 
the grave like dead sheep, unlike dead sheep, something awaits them “in 
the morning” (a reference to the resurrection). Those who were corrupt 
and ungodly will be surpassed by those who were upright (“the upright 
shall have dominion over them”). Paul made a similar declaration to those 
of Thessalonica (II Thes. 1:6, 7). The psalmist then states, “But God will 
redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me” (Ps. 
49:15). The contrast is obvious. Heavenly redemption awaits the righteous 
while Hellish rejection awaits the unrighteous. The word “receive” has the 
same connotation as the word “took” with reference to Enoch (Gen. 5:24), 
and the phrase “taken away” with reference to Elijah (II Kgs. 2:9). Paul 
told the Corinthian Christians, “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive” (I Cor. 15:22). However, even though all shall be 
made alive (resurrected), the victory over death (in the heavenly realm) 
awaits only those who are steadfast in Christ (I Cor. 15:57, 58). Has your 
soul been redeemed by the blood of Christ through your obedience to His 
gospel (cf. II Thes. 1:8)? 

     -Eddy  
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Last weeks attendance  6/13&16/10 
Bible Class— 127      Worship Service—157 
Sunday Eve.— 134    Wednesday Eve.—133 
                Contribution—$5305 
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