
 
Don't Blow Out My Candle 

 Steve Higginbotham 
 
Steve Higginbotham Probably all of us are familiar with the children's song, "This Little 
Light Of Mine." I have specific memories of enthusiastically singing it as a child, and I still 
sing it today with Matthew. The song teaches the importance of our Christian example and 
how we need to demonstrate Christ to our communities through the 
way we live our lives. 
 
In particular, one verse of the song says, "Don't let Satan blow it 
out, I'm gonna let it shine…" The danger of allowing the Devil to 
"blow out" our lights is very real. Through enticing temptations, 
Satan can, in a moment, destroy our influence in the eyes of our 
community. Through sexual temptation, alcohol, drugs, dishonesty 
and greed, our Christian light can be "blown out." That's not to say 
we are helpless from then on out. It is to say, however, that re-
lighting your candle so that it shines brightly before your neighbors 
and peers is often difficult. It's like trying to start a fire going, but it 
will probably take time. Yes, the Devil can through worldly devices, "blow out our can-
dles." 
 
But that's not the half of it! Not only can the Devil use worldly devices to destroy our exam-
ple, he can use my very own brethren to accomplish the same thing. Allow the Devil to get a 
grip in the lives of some members of the Lord's church, and just see what damage he can do! 
 
Let the Devil get a hold of some brethren and see what harm they can cause through gossip. 
Many faithful children of God have been ruined in a community because of some scandal-
ous gossip that was perpetuated by their own brethren. Please, don't blow out your brother's 
candle. 
 
The Devil sometimes gets a hold of some brethren and uses them to cause discontent within 
a congregation. When this happens, brethren are often so blinded by this spirit of discontent-
ment that they can see no good. Consequently, brethren who are working as hard and dili-
gently as they know how for the cause of Christ become discouraged and disheartened. 
Please, don't blow out your brother's candle! 
 
We need to do our best to let our lights shine before the world that the world might glorify 
Christ (Matthew 5:16). It's hard enough on all of us to keep the Devil from blowing out our 
candles. We certainly don't need our own brethren trying to do the same. Let's be sure we 
stand together, shoulder to shoulder and hold forth our candles and let our lights shine for 
Christ. But let's also be sure that while we are standing shoulder to shoulder, we're not try-
ing to blow out each other's candle. 
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WOW   

The next regular meeting will be on May 11  
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• Grace Myers spent some time in 
the hospital last week.  She will 
have a procedure this week. 

• Dee Ritter, Becky Cooke Fran-
cis’ mother-in-law, had surgery 
last week and is doing well. 

• Kathleen Soliday, Sandy 
Garby’s mother, is in the hospital 
in Pennsylvania.�
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Work as if you were to live a hundred years. 
Pray as if you were to die tomorrow. 
 

Benjamin Franklin�



 
A Tale of Two Men 

 

     This past weekend the 74th Masters Golf Tourna-
ment was played. For those unfamiliar with the game 
of golf, the Masters is the first of four of what are 
considered major tournaments played each year 
(along with the U.S. Open, the British Open and the 
PGA). Even if one is not a golf fan, the beautifully-
landscaped course at Augusta National is reason 
enough to watch. This past weekend’s event was won by Phil Mickelson. 
     As I watched the recorded ending of the tournament late Sunday eve-
ning, I could not help but think that it was really a tale of two men. One 
(Phil Mickelson), who has been by his wife’s side every step of the way 
during her year-long battle with breast cancer; and the other (Tiger 
Woods), who has tainted his reputation and harmed his family immensely 
with his sordid extra-marital affairs. Sure, Mr. Woods has apologized and 
even entered into “treatment” for his actions. However, the consequences 
of sin will continue to haunt, as they almost always do. 
     As I watched this tale unfold it was interesting to see Tiger approach 
the 18th green on the final day to a thunderous applause of the spectators 
in the galley. However, there was no adoring wife to greet him or family 
to cheer him on. In contrast, although there was likewise praise from those 
who watched when Phil Mickelson completed his round, there was also 
the very emotional setting just off the green as his wife, Amy, appeared in 
the crowd to greet and congratulate her husband. Here was a man who had 
stood by and was continuing to stand by his wife “in sickness and in 
health.” The other was a man who had been unfaithful to his marriage 
vows and caused tremendous shame to his family. Indeed a stark contrast 
in this tale of two men. 
     Many golf fans adore Tiger Woods. He is a master at the game and has 
doubtless brought it great renown. However, I could not help but cheer for 
the other man in this story- the one who had not gotten the publicity for 
faithfully standing by his wife; the one who stood in contrast to the one 
who had garnered much publicity because he had not. Although he may 
not be the better golfer, on this day he stood as the better man. I don’t 
know about you, but I would rather be the latter. Way to go, Phil! 
 

      -Eddy  
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 �	 � ��� �� � ��������������1 �� �9 � ���� � �	 � �
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� � �� ��� �! ���� �� � �� ��� �! ���� �� � �� ��� �! ���� �� � �� ��� �! ���� � ���� ����
���� & � � � �� �� ��� � � 	 �� �(! ) *�
��������������& � ����' 	 � ��(, ) *�
= � � ���= � � ���= � � ���= � � ��� ���� � 	 ���� �% �� �� � �������1 	 � � �� �� � � �
9 � � � 	 � ��9 � � � 	 � ��9 � � � 	 � ��9 � � � 	 � �� ���� 1 ����% � ����� � � 5�! 
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Last weeks attendance  4/11&14/10 
Bible Class— 127       Worship Service—149 
Sunday Eve.— 117     Wednesday Eve.—130 
                Contribution—$5550 
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