
“I May Never Get to Heaven” 
 

     In what would become his 22nd number one song, Conway Twitty released “I 
May Never Get to Heaven” in 1979. Recently I was checking some stations on 
my XM radio and ran across the “Roadhouse” channel. It plays country music 
from the 60s and 70s. On at the time was this song. I listened for a while and 
then moved on. However, the song title caught my atten-
tion. The song speaks of a lost love and the chorus thought 
in its entirety says, “I may never get to heaven, but I once 
came mighty close.” 

      In thinking of this thought in spiritual terms, there will 
be many individuals who, when they don’t make it to 
heaven, will one day say, “I once came mighty close.” The 
unnamed scribe of Mark 12 who asked Jesus, “Which is 
the first commandment of all?” was later told by Jesus, 
“Thou art not far from the kingdom of God” (Mk. 12:28-
34). We are not informed any further about him, but if he failed to cover that 
distance needed to be a part of the kingdom of God, he will one day sadly say, 
“I once came mighty close.” 

     When presented with the gospel message Felix, the Roman procurator of 
Judea, “trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a con-
venient season, I will call for thee” (Acts 24:25). As far as we know, that 
“convenient season” never came for Felix. If that is the case he will miss heaven 
and will one day say, “I once came mighty close.” 

      When Paul preached the gospel to Agrippa, Agrippa replied, “Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian” (Acts 26:28). As with Felix, we are not told if 
Agrippa ever followed up on this matter. If he did not, he will not make it to 
heaven. And, he will one day realize, “I once came mighty close.” 

     What about you? If your life ended today would you make it to heaven? It is 
likely that if you are reading this you have heard the gospel plan of salvation 
many times. If you have heard it and never obeyed it, or if you have obeyed it 
but turned away from it, you cannot go to heaven (II Thes. 1:8; Rev. 2:10). And, 
sadly, one day you will say, “But I once came mighty close.” What a tragedy 
that would be. Why not obey God’s will now while there is still time!      
     -Eddy �

 

 



 
Continue to remember in prayer:  

 
Margaret Kratz,  Miriam Majors, 
Betty & Walter Jenkins,  Jim Dorsett,  
E.V. Wimmer,  Martha Keith, Al Fur-
row, Marguerite Charles, Jo Musgrove,  
Evelyn Scott, Ruth Stanton, Lynn 
Anderson, WJ Wood, Carol Daniels, 
Andrea Halling, Al Furrow 

 
• Grace Myers is in LGH waiting to see a specialist. 
• Collin Gregory spent time in the ER this week.  

He is home with bronchitis. 
• Bill Bryant, Wanda Martin’ father, is home.  He 

will be having surgery at a later date. 
• Jo Hartman will be having surgery on Feb. 23.  
• Al Furrow’s medical test have been rescheduled to 

Feb. 19. 
_______________________________________________ 
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Happy Anniversary: 
Bob & Sandy Garby ���2/17 
Don & Mitzi Pettit���2/18 
�

___________________________________________ 
�
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Jay Martin—Afghanistan 
Angela Halling—Vancouver 

___________________________________________ 
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WOW   
The next regular meeting will be on March 9 at 10:30.  
 
___________________________________ 
 

Bible Class Broadcast 
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“Exceptions” to the Rule (9) 

 

     We continue our look at the word “except.” As 
we have seen, it is used in life or death situations, 
approval or disapproval situations and in saved or 
lost situations. Without the “exceptions,” the results 
would have been devastating to man. With the 
“exceptions,” man has hope. 

     In John 6:53 Jesus made the base statement, “Ye have no life in you.” 
Jesus had miraculously fed the 5000 (Jn. 6:1-13) and had been teaching 
this audience that He was “the bread of life” (Jn. 6:35), and that “the bread 
of God…giveth life unto the world” (Jn. 6:33). Previously, He had taught 
the Samaritan woman that He was the water of life (Jn. 4:14). However, 
Jesus made an “exception” to the rule that they had no life within. His 
complete statement reads, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” 
Thus, they could (and we can) have life, but only through eating the flesh 
and drinking the blood of Christ. 
     But, what did the Lord mean by this statement? Obviously, it was not 
intended to be literal (the Catholic doctrine of “transubstantiation” to the 
contrary notwithstanding). If so, each who obeyed His command would be 
a cannibal. Some have thought that He here refers to the Lord’s Supper. 
However, that was yet to be established and would have made His speech 
at this time impossible to be understood by those to whom He spoke. Nei-
ther does it fit with the context. His language is figurative (as other such 
references in the context reveal- i.e. Jn. 6:51), and speaks ultimately of 
obedience to His will. Only through His sacrifice (the offering of His flesh 
and blood) could man have spiritual life. And, only through obedience to 
Him (continual “eating” and “drinking”- cf. Jn. 6:56) can any man obtain 
that life (Heb. 5:8, 9). Through faith in Him (Jn. 8:24), repentance of sin 
(Lk. 13:3), confession of His name (Mt. 10:32), baptism for sin remission 
(Acts 2:38) and continued faithfulness (Rev. 2:10) one appropriates the 
benefits of His sacrifice and obtains eternal life. “Except” one do these 
things, he has no life. 

 (To be continued.) 

      -Eddy  
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