
 
 

�“Pick Me! Pick Me!” 
�

   School, neighborhood, and even backyard games and sports are 
favorite ways for youngsters to spend their free time.  Dividing up 
into teams, “choosing sides”, is part of the process to getting the 
activities started.  Everyone wants to be chosen early, often 
shouting out “Pick me! Pick me!” to let the would-be captains know 
their desire to be on that team.  Getting picked last or maybe not 
chosen at all is discouraging and can make one feel unwanted or 
unneeded. 
    Though the above scenario might have happened to some of us 
on the childhood playground, it is comforting to know that spiritually 
there is no “competition” for God’s attention to be a part of His 
kingdom.  In fact, Jesus tells us in Matt. 7:21 “No every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”  No 
shouting or begging is necessary; just following the instructions God 
gives to us in His word is all that He requires. 
   God does not show favoritism like many people in the world 
unfortunately do (Acts 10:34).  God values the soul of each 
individual with the utmost love and desires that all men would come 
to Him in repentance seeking to be saved (Jn. 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9). 
   Jesus made clear His objective for coming to this earth: “For the 
son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10).  It is our faith that pleases Him and will in turn reap the 
rewards of expressing our faith with our actions (Heb. 11:6; Jn. 
14:1-7). 
   What a blessing it is to know that not only does God want us on 
“His team”, the church, He has made every provision that allows us 
the opportunity to be added to His church when we obey His will 
(Acts 2:47; 20:28). – The Elders 
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WOW   
The next regular meeting will be on September 14th at 

10:30.  
WOW Bus Trip  

Please sign up for the September 25th Hillbilly 
Hideaway. Seating capacity on the bus is 54. Giving 

your money to Don or Mitzi reserves your seat. Other 
congregations will be invited to enjoy this trip. Let’s 
fill the bus.  _______________________________ 

�������� 
 

Daniel Ceglowski, Leah Durham’s boyfriend, is at basic 
training for the Army National Guard. 

 
Ty Stricklin has received his orders to  

Afghanistan  in November. 
 

Angela Halling is currently stationed in Korea. 
_______________________________________________ 
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     West Side Youth  
 

9/17—9/19 Rush Weekend—FHU 
Sunday, 9/19—TBS at Teen Center 
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“POWERFUL PROMISES” 

 
Turn, Turn, Turn speakers this year are: Donna Faughn, 

Sandi Stilwell, & Elizabeth Bailey. It will be on 
Saturday, October 2, at West Side from 8:30a—
2:00p.Breakfast and lunch will be provided at no 

charge. Register one of these ways: www.westsidecofc-
salem.com, give your name and email address to 
Jeanny, or call the church office at 540-389-9139. 

______________________________________ 

������������������������������
ADDRESS UPDATE 

Dee and Adam House have an updated address. 
____________________________________________ 
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�Lori Whitlow had foot surgery  Friday, 
9/10. 
• Larry Phillips from Radford had cancer 
surgery  Tuesday at MCV. His address for 
cards is on the board in the hallway. 
• Annette Shrader is continuing to recover 
at home from her surgery.  
• Don Pettit had a stress test Friday. Keep 
him in our prayers. 
• Garland Bargis, Jo Ann’s daughter-in-
law’s grandfather, has been diagnosed with 
cancer. His condition is serious. 
• Seth Johnson, friend of Garrett Durham 
at FHU, had a  knee injury.  
• Marguerite Charles is recovering after 
having a stent inserted Tuesday 
 
Continue in prayer:  Ruth & Glenn 
Hartman, Claude Crowe, Shannon 
VanRavestein, Lori Whitlow, Brooke 
Nicholls, Natalie Valentine, Collin 
Gregory, Don Pettit, Annette Shrader, 
Paul Faw, Willard Campbell, Darlene 
Caldwell, Dale Janosik. 
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Care of Bapt. Garments-   Jo Ann Edwards 
Cards/Pencils - A. Whitlow./Kevin Mickens 
 
Last weeks attendance  9/5 & 9/8/10 
Bible Class— 155    Worship Service—164 
Sunday Eve.— 139     Wednesday Eve.—151 
                Contribution—$9042 
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     “But God…” (17) 

 

     Our study of some of the instances in which this phrase appears brings 
us to Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth, a congregation riddled 
with problems. In the first chapter the problem of division is addressed. 
That’s where we find the next occurrence of this notable phrase. 
     Paul declared that the preaching of the gospel was to “the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness” (I Cor. 1:23). It was 
that, of course, not because the gospel was not possible for them to 
comprehend, but because they made it to be so through their rejection of 
it. Paul continued, “But unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men” (I Cor. 1:24, 25). They were “called” through that gospel (II 
Thes. 2:14); a call that was equally applicable to all. The gospel was such 
to these individuals not because they were chosen indiscriminately, but 
because they were willing to listen to it and obey it. Paul further explained 
that not many among nobility or of higher rank in society are willing to 
subject themselves to God’s will (I Cor. 1:26). 
     Paul then proclaimed, “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought things that are” ( I Cor. 1:27, 28). God 
does not think as we think, nor act as we act (Is. 55:8, 9). Christ did not 
come into the world in the fashion in which most of His contemporaries 
thought He should have, nor act as the king they wanted (cf. Mt. 1; 21). 
Man may desire one thing, “but God” may have a different idea. Most of 
those of Paul’s day rejected the counsel of God (cf. Lk. 7:30) because they 
overlooked the obvious and desired the spectacular. God’s plan is simple. 
Have you obeyed it? 
                                                        - Eddy 
   


