
The Church—Temple and Pillar 
Ronald D. Bryant 

 
 In the Old Testament the temple in Jerusalem was “the house 
of God,”  for God dwelt in it among His covenant people.  There His 
visible presence was manifested in the Shekinah in the Holy of Holies 
above the mercy seat.  The temple, the place of meeting (God meet-
ing man) was a type of the church.  In the New 
Testament, those redeemed to God by Christ con-
stitute His house.  God now dwells within this 
house, His living temple.  The temple, or house of 
God, is spoken of as a glory-filled temple made up 
of “living stones,” “built upon the foundation of the 
apostle and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief cornerstone.”  The living stones are being 
fitted together, and presently “growing unto a hold 
temple in the Lord” (Eph. 2:20ff; I Cor. 3:9-17; II Cor. 6:16; Heb. 3:6; II 
Pet. 2:5).  The members of the body of Christ fit together, not only as 
the people of God, but also as His living temple.  Each local congre-
gation is composed of believers joined together by God as one entity 
in Christ; the “house of God” in which He dwells and reveals His pres-
ence.  They are a community of redeemed souls ruled by the living 
God. 
 
 The English word “church” is from the Greek word “Ekklesia,” 
which literally stands for those called out of the world and into a right 
relationship with God.  The word “Ekklesia” is used 115 times in the 
New Testament.  Three times it is used to designate a legislative as-
sembly of citizens in a Greek city; twice it is used to designate the He-
brews, “congregation of the Lord”; and 110 times it is used to desig-
nate the church over which Christ is head.  Of this number, 92 times it 
denotes a local church, and 18 times it is used of the whole church, 
conceived as composed of all the redeemed, who at the last form one 
grand assembly, or of Christians in general, as in Acts 9:31:  “So the 
church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, be-
ing edified; and, walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit was multiplied.” (ASV).   - continued 
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 Paul wrote to Timothy, providing directives for 
ministry and vital information as to the purpose of the 
“church of the Living God” (I Tim. 3:15).  It is evident 
that what he supplied regarding the qualifications for 
elders and deacons contemplated service in the local 
church.  Intriguingly, the apostle used another figure 
of speech, speaking of the church as “the pillar and 
ground of truth.”  Figuratively speaking, each congre-
gation is a column in the temple of God, and exists to 
uphold the truth of God in Christ.  It is chosen of God 
to function, not only as a fellowship, but also as the 
entity by which His truth is upheld and proclaimed un-
til Christ returns.  The church is not the authority, not 
the source of truth, but it exists to uphold the truth 
which God has revealed.  It exists to personify and to 
proclaim Christ, and to keep truth from perishing from 
the earth.  These words state the great responsibility 
which rests upon the people of God until the Lord re-
turns.	
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Save Me 

 
Save me from myself, Lord; 

Save me from my need 
To always run my life, Lord, 
To control my every deed. 

 
Save me from my pride, Lord, 

My focus on just me; 
Help me learn to serve, Lord; 

Show me how to be. 
 

Save me from the world, Lord, 
When tempting things entice; 

Remind me of eternity 
With You, in paradise. 

 
I give my life to you, Lord 

My every need you fill; 
I’m resting in my faith, Lord; 

You saved me, and you always will. 
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• Annette Shrader will have sur-

gery on August 6 at UVA. 
 
• Lynn Anderson was in ICU at the 

VA with pneumonia. 
 
• Joan Neighbors, Glen’s mother, 

had surgery last week. 
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“But God…” (9) 

 

     We continue our look at some of the 44 in-
stances in which the phrase “but God” appears 
in the Bible. As we have seen, it is a phrase of 
contrast showing that something was said, done 
or had occurred which was followed by some-
thing God said or did that changed the matter 
completely. Our study brings us to the life of 
Jesus. 
     As the Lord was preaching in Capernaum on one occasion, four men 
bearing their palsied friend on a stretcher opened up the roof in order to 
gain access to Jesus for their friend (Mk. 2:1-4). Upon seeing their dedica-
tion to their friend and their faith, Jesus stated to the palsied man, “Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee” (Mk. 2:5). Certain scribes who were there rea-
soned in their minds, “Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who 
can forgive sins but God only?” (Mk. 2:7). Jesus perceived their thoughts 
and asked which would be easier, to heal the palsied man or to say to him 
that his sins were forgiven (Mk. 2:8, 9). Naturally, it would be easy to 
simply make the statement that someone’s sins are forgiven (any of us 
could utter those words). It would be another thing entirely instantly to 
heal a man of palsy. But, to actually forgive someone of their sins would 
take more than a man. It would take God. In this conclusion, the scribes 
were correct. So, in order to demonstrate that He could forgive sins in ac-
tuality, Jesus healed the man (Mk. 2:10-12). 
     This miracle of Jesus should have been sufficient to demonstrate to 
them the very point they were making in their own minds. As it would 
take an act of God to heal one of such a physical malady, so it would take 
One Who is God to forgive sins. Jesus was/is that individual. Their own 
prophets had foretold of Him (Is.7:14). They should have recognized Him 
instantly, but refused to accept Him. 
     Indeed, no one can forgive sins “but God.” Have your sins been 
“washed away” (Acts 22:16) in the blood of Christ (Rev. 1:5)? Just as 
God alone can forgive sins, He can do so only through the plan He has 
devised to save man’s soul- the gospel plan of salvation. Have you obeyed 
the gospel (II Thes. 1:8)? 
 
      -Eddy  
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Last weeks attendance  7/4&7/10 
Bible Class— 137      Worship Service—147 
Sunday Eve.— 129    Wednesday Eve.—133 
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