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Continue to remember in prayer:  

 
Margaret Kratz,  Miriam Majors, 
Betty & Walter Jenkins,  Jim Dorsett,  
E.V. Wimmer,  Martha Keith, WJ 
Wood, Al Furrow, Lyn Anderson, 
Marguerite Charles, Jo Musgrove,  Isa-
belle Simmons, Sandra Wood, Carol & 
Vernon Daniels, Evelyn Scott, Teresa 

White, Jean Peterson, Ben Nikkel, Shirley Fisher 
 
• Jackie Dixon is home from her surgery last week. 
• Debbie Bumbalough, Gospel Advocate Associate, had 

successful surgery last week. 
• Amanda Pettit, daughter-in-law of the Pettit's, had back 

surgery. 
• Several are out with the seasonal illnesses. 
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Jay Martin—Afghanistan 
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To appreciate the beauty of a snow flake, it is necessary to 
stand out in the cold. 
 

Advice is like snow - the softer it falls, the longer it dwells upon, 
and the deeper in sinks into the mind. 
 
A lot of people like snow. I find it to be an unnecessary freezing 
of water. 
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WOW   
The next regular meeting will be on January 12 at 
10:30.  
������������������������������������������������ 

 

Congratulations to Becky Cooke 
and Drew Francis who were mar-
ried on Thursday.  They will reside 
in Maryland. 
 
 
Drew & Becky Francis 
Address removed per church pri-
vacy policy. 

 
Also Melissa Marshall will be getting married to Matt 
Yarbro at the end of the month.  A reception is being 
planned for her on January 31 after evening services.  If you 
want to help host this reception please see Jo Ann today!!! 
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“Exceptions” to the Rule (5) 
 

     In our study of the word “except” we have noted 
that it appears 74 times in the King James Bible. In 
our study of it from the Old Testament we have seen 
that it is a very important word because it points out 
the exception(s) to the rule or statement given. And, 
in most cases, unless the exception(s) had been 
stated, the result(s) or consequence(s) would have 
been devastating (i.e. Esther 4:11). We continue our look at this word and 
this principle by turning to the New Testament. 

     When the Lord was asked who the greatest in the kingdom are, He sat 
a little child in the midst of the crowd and made this statement: “ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Such a statement by itself would 
prevent any from being a part of the kingdom. However, Jesus preceded 
this statement with these words: “Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children” (Mt. 18:3). Thus, there is an exception to the rule. Notice 
further that He did not tell how one is converted in this passage, but 
merely that one must be converted. 
     When being tempted by the Pharisees through their question of 
whether a man can divorce his wife for any reason, Jesus responded with 
this basic statement: “And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his 
wife,…and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth 
her which is put away doth commit adultery.” Had this been all the Lord 
stated about this subject it would have forbidden divorce and remarriage 
to another not only for any reason, but for all reasons. It simply could not 
have been done with heaven’s approval. However, in the midst of this ba-
sic statement Jesus said: “except it be for fornication” (Mt. 19:9). Thus, 
there is an exception to the general rule that divorce and remarriage are 
sinful. That exception (and the only exception) is in the case of sexual un-
faithfulness. In such an instance, the innocent party (and the innocent 
party alone) has the right to divorce his/her mate and marry another (as 
long as that person is Scripturally eligible for marriage). The word 
“except” not only provides a legitimate reason for such to occur, but it 
also limits it to that act in order for it to take place Scripturally.   

(To be continued.) 

      -Eddy  
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