Why Should We Pray?

In Philippians 4:6 it says “Be careful for noth-
ing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made knowi
unto God.” Prayer is talking to God.

God cares about each one of us. He cares abc
our needs, our problems and our well-being. The |
tells us in so many places that we should take our
problems to our heavenly Father. Prayer is not to
form God of something which He is not aware of o
try and convince Him to love us more. He already
knows our needs even before we ask and He has certainly shown his
love through His Son. Prayer simply assists us in building our rela-
tionship with God.

Prayer opens the channels of God’s blessing. Prayer is how God
accomplishes the things that he wants to see happen in our lives.
Prayer opens new doors of opportunity for God to move. Prayer en-
ables him to step into our lives.

God is waiting for us to talk to Him. Our prayers should come
from our heart and should be a conversation between us and God.
Our prayer should come from the depths of our heart. Talk to God in
detail about your needs, hopes, dreams, joys, and everything else in
your life. Prayer is our lifeline to God!

- the elders



Sick Several of our members have been out the Réemember our special series of studies on Sunday evenings
past week due to the usual ailments (February 3-March 9). These are being advertised in the cur-
rent issue of "House to House." Our subject tonight will be:

Mandy Tyler will be having her

tonsils removed on March 14. March 9—*Why the Use of Mechanical Instruments of Music

in Worship Is Sinful”

Steve Harrah is in RMH, room 783. He had more surgery

last week. Please make an effort to invite someone you know to this las
lesson!!

Cora AkersKristie Jearls’ grandmother, fell last week and

is staying with Mitch & Kristie.

Steven Early, 20 year old co-worker@fawn Simms had
surgery on Friday to remove a tumor on his brain. He also
has a tumor on his heart. He is at Mary Washington Hospita
1001 Sam Perry Blvd, Fredericksburg, VA 22401.

Remember the following in prayeBetty Jenkins, Margue-
rite Charles, Mary & Lynn Anderson, Margaret Kratz, " 4
Tirzah Cook, Alice Krotts.

$ %
$ % &
®* +
Happy Birthday this week to: ot
Dorothy & Sophia Mays—3/11 '
) Sam Valentine—3/12 i S
Weston Rogers—3/14 0 L
Ryan Simms—3/15 i
Happy Anniversary this week to: -2
Karen & Brian Munsey—3/16 ) 3
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New Phone Numbers: $ 2 vt e
Paul Mays—797-6664 0 o,
Yvette Mays—588-7148
! 5,:;5,;5
Please make these changes in your directory an
remove the land line number. | 6 ) +
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WOW

The next meeting will be on March 11, 2008.
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The Attitude of John

Our readings in the book of John during the
“First 100 Days” program has hopefully led us

into a deeper knowledge of and greater appreciation for that gospel
account. Like every book of the Bible, John is simply chock fulhfor-
mation and sources of amazement and wonder. Of the many claracte
mentioned in this book, John the baptizer is unique in many ways. Al-
though his death is not recorded in John (cf. Mt. 14; MK. 6), it is likely tha
very early in the book he has been shut up in prison by Herod and exe-
cuted. (Note: John 5:32-35. John is spoken of in the past tense by Jesus
However, although the record of him is brief, John had a tremendsus i
pact through his work.

In John 3:25-31 an interesting conversation transpires between John an
his followers. His disciples reveal to him that Jesus (“He thatwithsthee
beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest withess”- vs. 26) was baptizing “and
all men come to him.” (We know, of course, that Jesus Himsedf voa
baptizing, but His disciples- Jn. 4:1, 2). John’s followers sedittieaun-
easy, if not jealous of Jesus and the following He was angaskihn re-
peated to them that he was not the Christ, but that he was &t Han
to prepare for Him. He illustrates his delight in what Jesas accom-
plishing in a best man/bridegroom relationship. Jesus was the gnodm
John was, as it were, the best man (vs. 29). He stated th#nhm must
decrease and that He (Jesus) must increase (vs. 30). Hepthkenod the
superiority of Christ (vs. 31).

We are at once impressed with the attitude of John in thisrsatios.

He recognized his role and its diminishing aspect and egjdit the fact
that his work was ending and Jesus’ work was just beginninigudsh.
Unlike his disciples, there was no jealousy or envy on his plartwas
thrilled that people were beginning to abandon him and follow the Lord.

Two other brief points regarding this passage: 1) John pichimeself
as the best man. Those who would call themselves after Bim assence
claiming marriage to the best man and not to the groonot) Wwas the
only one called “the Baptist” in Scripture; yet he said, “I must decrease.”

-Eddy



