Even In Mayberry

Y esterday morning [Nov. 2] | was reading headline news from across the
nation and one headline in particular grabbed my attention. It read,

“Man Charged With Killing 4 In Mayberry Model Town.”

On Sunday, November 1, 2009 four men were
murdered in the small town of Mt. Airy, North Caro-
lina. For those of you who are not fans of the Andy
Griffith Show, you may not know that Mt. Airy is the
hometown of Andy Griffith and served as the model
and the inspiration for the fictional town of Mayberry
on “The Andy Griffith Show.”

Police have not released the reasons for the mur-
der, but they did say that they did not believe the kill-
ings to be random. Mt. Airy, is a small town and has a
population of around 8,700. This violent act has turned this little community
on its head.

Isn’'t ironic that even in “Mayberry” we see the influence and power
of theworld. A town that is supposed to be the model of “small town Amer-
ica,” is not immune from the influences of the world. Have you ever just
contemplated how fallen the world is? Have you ever sat and watched the
evening news and felt terrible after doing so? Have you ever wondered how
people can do the “unthinkable” things they do? The evening news feeds us
a steady diet of immora and unconscionable acts perpetrated on fellow hu-
man beings. After a while, such “bad news’ can have a negative impact on
our emotional and spiritual well-being.

But here’s my advice...Don't allow the events of this fallen world to
bring you down. Rather, let this fallen world cause you to lift your eyes ex-
pectation and hope for a better world that is yet to come! Remember that
God never promised us that we would have Heaven on Earth, but he did
promise us Heaven after Earth!

Through the years, many have wistfully wanted “Mayberry” to be
their hometown. For the child of God, they have claim to a hometown that
far surpasses that of “Mayberry,” for our citizenship is in Heaven, itself
(Philippians 3:20).

-Steve Higginbotham



Continue to remember in prayer:

S | Ck Margaret Kratz, Miriam Majors,
Betty Jenkins, Jim Dorsett, E.V.
Wimmer, Martha Keith, WJ Wood,
Jonnie Charles, Al Furrow, Lyn

|\ Anderson, Marguerite Charles, Jo
Musgrove, Bob Maness

Tom Richardson’ s recent test came back negative
for cancer.

Chris Richardson, Tom’s daughter-in-law, does
not have cancer. She and Brent are weighing the
options.

Glenn Hartman'’ s father suffered a stroke last
week.

David McFallsis suffering from a broken leg.

@

Jay Martin—Afghanistan
Angela Halling—Afghanistan

Next Meeting will be on November 10 at 10:30. Spe-
cial Guest Speaker!!

Thisisan Official Welcome Back!

A big Welcome Back to Ed & Wanda Mickens!
Please add the following address to your
directories:

Removed due to West Side privacy policy re-

garding the posting of personal information. rf
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Only two defining forces have ever offered to
diefor you,
Jesus Christ and the American Gl
One died for your soul; the other for your free-
dom.

Remember our veterans this week!
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Weekly Reminders

Prayer list:

Marguerite Charles
Lyn Anderson
Martha Keith
Miriam Mgjors
Betty Jenkins
WJ Wood
Margaret Kratz
Jonnie Charles
Jim Dorsett
E.V. Wimmer
Charlie Puckett
Jo Musgrove
Al Furrow
Chris Richardson
Bob Maness
David McFalls

Activities;

Area-Wide Preachers—11/9

WOW—11/10
Men’'s Breakfast—11/14
Y outh Hayride—11/14
Discovery Club—11/15

PRIMARY Teachers—11/15

TBS—11/15

Thisweek®
Emphasis; Evangelism

nvironment
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“Speak With My Words’

He is called “son of man” in 93 verses. He was
both a prophet and a priest. No, thisis not areference
to Jesus, but to Ezekiel. His task, a most difficult
one, was to keep the Jewish captives faithful in afor-
eign land (Babylon). He had himself been taken cap-
tive in the second carrying away (597 B.C.). So, he
could say with all sincerity, “| sat where they sat” (Ezek. 3:15).

Ezekiel was sent to “a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against
me” (Ezek. 2:3). He was told that even if they would not hear him they
would know that “there hath been a prophet among them” (Ezek. 2:5).
Later, he was told to eat what he was given. He was then given aroll of a
book that was “written within and without” (Ezek. 2:8-10). When he ate
it, it was as sweet as honey in his mouth (Ezek. 3:3). When he had eaten
the roll God told him to “go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak
with my words unto them” (Ezek. 3:4). Obviously, the eating of theroll on
which these words were written was symbolic of the fact that these words
had entered into Ezekiel and when they were spoken by him they were to
be considered the words of God Himself.

Today, we do not have to “eat” the word in order to be filled with it or
to speak from it. We do, however, have to have it within us. Although
Jeremiah was determined that he would not make mention of God any
more, he quickly saw that such was not possible for him because “his
word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and | was
weary with forbearing, and | could not stay” (Jer. 20:9). David said, “The
Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue” (I1 Sam.
23:2). Like Ezekiel and Jeremiah, David spoke by direct inspiration from
God. Today, we have His word in written form. We are commanded to
study it (I Tim. 2:15) and to teach it (Mt. 28:19; MKk. 16:15). When we
teach what the Bible says we are speaking with His words just as much as
either of these prophets, even though we are not inspired by the Holy
Spirit as they were. If we modify or ater God's word in any fashion then
we are not speaking His words (Rev. 28:18, 19). Just like Ezekiel, we are
to “go...and speak with my words unto them.”

-Eddy



