MAKE IT PLAIN

God’s Words to Habakkuk, “Write the vision, and
make it plain ...” (Habakkuk 2:2), should be the attitude of
every worker in the kingdom of God. Far too much that
we do in service is not characterized by simplicity of
plainness.

Preachers need to make it plain. Look at the
clarity of the message to Paul to Agrippa, to Felix, and to
all his listeners and then look at the preaching of today.
Much of the preaching being done every week in our pul-
pits would be just as acceptable in synagogues and
“Christian” assemblies that no longer believe in Christ.

Have you ever wondered just how it was that the
preaching of the early Christians turned peaceful cities
upside down, led to the disfavor and often even the arrest
of the preachers, but the preaching done by many today
makes them the most popular men in town? How was it
that first century preaching stirred the hearts of the listen-
ers and caused them to leave their former religions, while
much of the preaching today allows the listener to leave,
never knowing that a change is required in their life?

Personal workers need to make it plain.  When
we study with others, they need to see clearly that they
are lost. They should understand the necessity of leaving
former religions behind them when they come to the
Lord. They should realize, without a doubt, their obliga-
tion in attendance, giving, personal work, and moral-
ity.There is no other way they can carefully count the
cost. Personal workers who fail to make it plain render it
impossible for the sinner to make a true decision.

Make it plain !  This should be the aim of every
religious conversation, sermon, Bible class and home
study. Ours is to reveal truth, not to conceal it.

-The Elders

“Fool”

Since today is April*} let’s look at
some instances in which the Bible uses
the word “fool.” It is a very terse term
found 73 times in 69 Bible verses.

It is more predominant in the Old Tes-
tament, being found 64 times there. What are some de-
scriptions the Bible gives regarding the fool?

He Denies Deity Twice the Bible states “the fool
hath said in his heart there is no God” (Ps. 14:1; 53:1).
With the abundant evidence in nature alone, how can
anyone logically come to such a conclusion (Ps. 19:1)?
Yet, there are so many who either by their words or ac-
tions deny Him.

He Declares DeceptivelyThe word reveals, “He that
hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slan-
der, is a fool” (Prov. 10:18). The Bible says a great deal
about our tongues. Jesus revealed that our words will
either justify or condemn us (Mt. 12:37).

He Despises DirectionsThe wise man stated that the
fool despises his father's instructions (Prov. 15:5). One
need not be a child in order to learn from his father. Nei-
ther is it the case that wise words come only from one’s
father. Any time one learns something positive from
another, he is wise to amend his ways accordingly.

He Disregards DependenceThe fool believes him-
self to be the source of all knowledge (Prov. 28:26). He
does not consider that he is answerable to another. Nor
does he consider that his ways, though right in his own
eyes (Prov. 12:15), may not be right. He walks blindly
by his own counsel instead of depending on God.

He Discusses Disparagingly A fool says whatever
enters into his mind (Prov. 29:11). He fails to consider
whether his words are foolish or productive of good. His
mouth is open, his tongue is engaged, but his mind is in
neutral.

He Depends on Dollars Of the rich farmer Jesus
said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast
provided” (Lk. 12:20)? Another subject about which the
Bible says much is money. In this parable is found one
who placed great stock in his financial affairs to the det-
riment of his own soul. Any man who makes such a de-
cision is a fool (cf. Mt. 6:19-21).

-Eddy
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A POINT TO PONDER

The Christian race is not run in competition

with others, but on the basis of whether you

finish it or not.

WestSide'sOlder Workers
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Team Events

New Team events are going on!!! Check here every
week for activities your team will be doing!

Team 1 - Tom Duff

Team 2 - Bob Garby

Team 2 will have a trash pick-up on May 5.
Mark your calendars.

A congregational picnic is scheduled for May
19at 4 p.m. atthe Garby's home. Everyone wel-

come.

Team 3 - David Brown

Team 4 - Tom Rogers
Team 4 will be having a Spring Get Together
today. There will be a potluck fellowship at
the Roger’s house after morning services

Team 4 will be having a clean-up session at
the church building on Sat. April 21 at 8 a.m. to prepare
the auditorium for the Marriage Workshop the following
weekend. Doughnuts and coffee will be provided in the
fellowship room after which we will then proceed to the
auditorium. The session should be over by noon.

SPRING GOSPEL MEETINGS

April 8 - 12 at Christiansburg with Winford
Claiborne

April 22—26 at Collinsville with Paul Cantrell



SICK

WJ Wood will not have to have a pacemaker at this
time. He will be treated with medications. #

Betty Jenkinsis home and improving.

# )
Larry Phillips is doing much betterTroy is now at
home.
Sandra Woodis still waiting on test results. #
(
Remember the following in prayerDoris Sledd, Ar-
thur Munsey, Debbie Johnson, Walter Forren, Effie
Wimmer, Luetta Gregory, Marguerite Charles, 4
Jonnie Charles, Patsy Burch, Kim Brewer,
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MARCH & APRIL ITEMS FOR STAF-
FORDS: Slim Jims & Bacon Bits. Give your
items to Jeanny and she will ship them over!l'’ *
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