
 Drifting Away 
Raymond Elliott 

 
 
The inspired writer of the Book of Hebrews gave an exhortation in Chapter Two, 
encouraging those early Christians to “…give more earnest heed to the things that 
were heard, let haply we drift away from them.” There is a constant need to preach 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and sound doctrine to every gen-
eration. There is the danger of the untaught not learning and 
of the taught drifting away from what they have learned. The 
apostle Peter felt it necessary to remind his brethren of those 
essentials that they already knew (2 Peter 1:13; 3:1). Paul 
warned Timothy about a time when certain ones would no 
longer “endure the sound doctrine,” thus the need to “preach 
the word” continuously (2 Timothy 4:1-4). There is presently 
a yearning among many in the church to learn ‘new things.’ 
Of course, we should not extol traditions to a position of in-
spiration; personally, I’m not interested in propagating mere tradition. However, 
there are objective truths revealed by the Holy Spirit that are essential and must be 
studied, examined and proclaimed. 
 
The desire to imitate other religious organizations in practice and teaching has 
caused many people to frown on the old ways of safety and security. Others, not 
studying the Holy Scriptures, are led away by “every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men in craftiness, after the wiles of error” (Ephesians 4:14). Often, when 
one expresses a desire for ‘new things,’ it is simply a rejection of ‘old truths.’ Pres-
ently, there is a prevalent attitude that the Bible is antiquated and should be rele-
gated to the 18th century. The 21st century, they say, demands a more liberal view 
of the Holy Scriptures. In other words, our culture should determine the interpreta-
tion of the Word of God. What may have been acceptable in the first century is out 
of date in the thinking of modern men and women. Such rationalization has led to a 
digression and apostasy from the teaching of Jesus Christ and the holy apostles and 
prophets. 
 
Oh, that we today, as disciples of the Lord, would possess the same spirit as did the 
psalmist when he exclaimed in Psalms 119:97, “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my 
meditation all the day.” His will for us to follow is both relevant and refreshing. Let 
us never grow weary in hearing the words of salvation. It gives strength and guid-
ance in our earthly pilgrimage, and if obeyed, the promise of eternal life when the 
journey on earth is finished (2 Timothy 4:4-6). 
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WOW   
The next regular meeting will be on Au-

gust 10 at 10:30.  
__________________________________ 

�������� 
 

Daniel Ceglowski, Leah Durham’s boyfriend, is at basic 
training for the Army National Guard. 

 
Ty Stricklin has received his orders to  

Afghanistan  in November. 
 

Angela Halling is currently stationed in Korea. 
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Fiftieth Anniversary 

 
Norris & Velda Gearhart will 

celebrate their 50th Anniversary on August 14.  
They are inviting you to join in their celebra-
tion from 2-4 at the West Side Church of Christ 
Fellowship Hall.  Please RSVP by August 8 by 
signing up on the board. 
______________________________________ 
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Monthly Reminders— Lock your car and hide any valuables in 
your car, turn off your cell phone, change the thermostat in the 
fellowship hall after leaving and if you are the last one out turn 
off all the light and close and lock the doors!!   
�
�

V
i

����������	
��

�
��
��������

��������������

�
�����������
���	�

�����
�	����

�������
��

�
���������
���

�
�������������������	�

�
���
� �����

�
��
���� �
�!�

����
���
"
�	�

�
���	��
#��

��
�������	�

$#�����%�
���

$�	���%�����

&����%�
��
��

$#�����������

$'��������

����

��
�

�
�

�

�

�

�

• � ������� 	�

���
��	������� ��	����

�	���� ����	
������������
������	��

��	��	�������� ��������� � ��

• �	���� � ���
� ����! �����������

������
�����"��������������� �������#

��	
�������������������	�$���

• % �������! ���������� ������$��
����

��	��	�����& ������'(���� � � ��

• & �������� �	���	�� ������$����	��	��

���& ������) ����* ! & ��

• & 	���	�� �����
���	���� ��������


����	#��#��� 
�����+,�	��������,��������

������	���� ����
	�� ������������	��	���

• �	�����% �������
�����% �����������#

��	
����-.�� �����,	���������������

"�"���������	����������� ��������������#

����	�� �$���������
��	�"�	����

• / �""���������
�% ������� ����	
����

����	�����������	��	���� ������������

� �������0����	�0����	����1 2 � 
 
Continue in prayer:  Ruth & Glenn 
Hartman, Claude Crowe, Shannon 
VanRavestein 
 



 
“Lucky” Number 13 

 
    Today (the first Sunday in August) marks our 
thirteenth year with the church here. In some 
ways it seems that the time has swiftly flown 
by; but, in other ways, it seems to us as though 
West Side has always been a part of our lives. 
During the surprise party you gave for my 25th 
anniversary of preaching back in June, I was 
made keenly aware that over half of my preaching career has been spent 
with West Side, a fact for which I am extremely thankful and appreciative. 
As Jeanny and I travel to various places and work with other congrega-
tions, we are constantly saying how good things are here and how won-
derful it is to be a part of this congregation. 
     Thank you, West Side, for making the past thirteen years the best of 
our lives. We have grown to love and appreciate you in a way that can 
only be accomplished through an investment of time and working to-
gether. We feel that we have grown so much in our time with you. You 
are an integral part of our lives. We appreciate the way you accepted us 
into your family long ago and the fact that you have continued to treat us 
like family all along. We are grateful to the elders for their being such 
great men with whom to work. We appreciate their vision, wisdom and 
leadership.  
     It has been a joy to work with you for the past thirteen years. We pray 
that there will be many more years in which we will have the privilege of 
working with this great congregation. You have enriched our lives greatly 
through these years together.  Thank you for allowing us the honor of 
serving alongside you in our Lord’s Cause. We appreciate you, one and 
all, for all you do to make service here a pleasure in every way. Thank 
you, West Side, for another great anniversary! 
 
   With our love and admiration, 

    -The Gilpins  
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Last weeks attendance  7/25&28/10 
Bible Class— 153      Worship Service—182 
Sunday Eve.— 133    Wednesday Eve.—166 
                Contribution—$4319 
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