Is the Church a Business?

A few years ago | was sitting in the church office when the phone rang and
| greeted the caller and identified the congregation by name. A female voice
abruptly said “Is this a business?” | said, “No, this is a church.” She hung up. In
that moment | realized the problem afflicting so many churches. Far too many
churches have indeed become businesses and have left God.

First, the gospel is not a marketable product. This is
not the same as saying that the gospel should not be deliv-
ered to a lost and dying world. We are commanded to
“preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season” (2
Tim. 4:2). More over, we are to carry this message to the
entire world (Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15,16).

In my years in retail | spent a great deal of time de-
signing shelves in order to induce the consumer to purchase
the product. In the publishing world, book and magazine
covers sell more copies than the names of authors.

The gospel should not be reshaped and repackaged
so it is more palatable to the consumer. If we do, we begin to view the Bible as a
marketing firm would and begin to ask the wrong questions. Instead of asking how
we can better deliver the message, we ask which parts of the message will be ac-
cepted by the consumer?

Our doctrine becomes a theological buffet table where the “customer is al-
ways right”. If a department store has a policy, price, or procedure customers dis-
like, they consider changing it. From this idea comes the Community Church con-
cept where instead of going chapter to chapter they go door to door to determine
doctrine and worship practices. Psalm 119:89 says, “Forever, O Lord, Your word is
settled in heaven.” Isaiah 66:5 says we should “tremble” rather than tinker with His
word.

We never have the right to presume that scripture is no longer relevant.
Hebrews 4:12 says it is “living and powerful” and 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 says it is
“profitable and complete”.

Second, profit is not our motive. In the business world the only thing that
ultimately matters is profit and everything is designed to attain that goal. In a store
the colors, designs, layout and sounds are all market tested in order to please the
consumer. Our worship cannot be market driven so that it touches the senses
rather than the mind and soul. In other words, people are stimulated but not saved.

Third, we cannot have two sets of rules. For example, some businesses
will have one set of rules for their biggest customers and another for everyone else.
They will bend the rules for big spenders. Churches do this far too often. We will
look at those who contribute the most and cater to their whims—no matter how
silly—and overlook their sins so they will keep writing checks.

- continued page 2



Continue to remember in prayer:

S I C k Margaret Kratz, Miriam Majors,
Betty & Walter Jenkins, Jim Dorsett,
Martha Keith, Al Furrow, Marguerite
Charles, Jo Musgrove, Evelyn Scott,

[\ Ruth Stanton, Willard Campbell, W]
Wood, EV Wimmer, Jo Hartman,
Lynn Anderson, Josh Van Ravenstien,
Jackie Dixon, Collin Gregory, WJ Wood

Sympathy is extended to the family of Robert
Hill who passed away last week after battling
cancer. He was a friend of Lori Whitlow.

Hoppy Birthday this week to:
Susan Mounteastle—3/28

Connor Jearls—3/29

Jim Dorsett—3/30

Ron White—3/31

Dee House—2/1
Tiftany Gibson—24/2
Olivia Valentine—24/3

Esther Green—2/3
Garrett Durham—2/24

MARCH ITEMS FOR THE STAF-
FORDS: Ink pens (Grip, medium Pi-
lot, and fine Zebra) and Tic Tacs
(lime). Give your items to Jeanny and
she will ship them over!

Is the Church a Business? Continued

Then everyone else knows they will be held to a different
standard because they can’t buy their privileges. No doubt
God is disgusted that this practiced in the Lord’s church.
God shows no “partiality” and neither should we. (Acts.
10:34; James 2:1-4).

No doubt this is hard to listen to for many people.
Yet, God did not send his Son here to be popular, but to
save souls. We are to love all men and change the atti-
tudes and doctrine that we have which are contrary to
God'’s will. But, our motivation better never be to make the
gospel more palatable to the tastes of men. (1 Cor. 10:31).

- the elders

Teens

March Events

April 9, 10—Making Music Weekend—
FHU
April 18—TBS

Ryan Davis, Contact Office
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today at the K&W Restaurant.

WOW

The next regular meeting will be on April 13 at 10:30.
Special guest speaker!

Sunday, April 18, everyone is invited to join the WOW
group at the Harbor Inn Restaurant for lunch. Sign up
sheet is on the board!

Big Thanks to Ed Mickens who cleaned
up the dead brush beside the building!
It looks GREAT!!!

r’ 0 Please update your directories and send him a
)’H‘. note!
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ForYour Information

GUEST SPEAKERS
Eddy is in Tennessee this week at the lectureships so today Don
Pettit and Jerry Anderson will be bringing our lessons!

PRIMARY TEACHERS MEETING
The Primary Teachers Meeting will be held today at 4:30. Second &
Third Grade teachers are in charge of snacks.

MSOP LECTURESHIPS
The Annual MSOP Lectureship are being held March 28—April 1 in
Memphis, TN.

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP

The Wednesday Fellowship Dinner will be held on March 31 at 5:45.
Menu will be lasagna, salad, bread and dessert. Sign up on the
board by tonight and pay your $5 at the door!

TURN, TURN, TURN
The next meeting of the T3 planners will be April 25 at 4:30 in the
teachers’ workroom.

GRADUATES

Michelle Earnhart is in need the following information from this
year’s graduates: Full Name, School, School colors, and a one page
typed bio as soon as possible. Give these to her or email them at
earniel3@rocketmail.com. The dinner to honor our graduates will
be held on May 30 after morning services.
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The VCC Applications are available in the foyer. Make sure you
get yours today and send them in by May 15!

Also be watching here for items that can be donated for the
kitchen and craft departments.

The Craft Department is in need of 1 more person to help. See Jo
Ann if you are interested!

Weekly Reminders

Prayer List:

Marguerite Charles Collin Gregory
Lynn Anderson Evelyn Scott
Martha Keith Danny White
Miriam Majors Jo Musgrove
Walter & Betty Jenkins ~ Ruth Stanton
W] Wood Leslie Brothers

Margaret Kratz Jo Hartman

Jim Dorsett Glenn & Ruth Hartman

E.V. Wimmer Al Furrow

Sandra Wood Jackie Dixon

Josh Van Ravenstein Chris Harrah
Central Church of Christ
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April 2010

Announcements:
Song Leader (AM):  Charlie Gwaltney
Communion: Tom Richardson (preside)
Tom Rogers, Squeaky Valentine
Mike & Garrett Durham
Prayer today: Jerry Anderson (open)
Cameron Brown (close)
Next week prayer: Greg Edwards (open)
Jim Harrington (close)
Josh Whitlow
Bradford Durham
Mitch Jearls (open)
Jeremy White (close)
Eric Earnhart (open)
Glenn Hartman (close)
Communion: Jeremy White, Mark Brooks

Danny Guard

Song Leader (PM):
Scripture Reader:
Prayer tonight:

Next week prayer:

Song leader (Wed): David Brown
Prayer: Mark Brooks
Next week prayer: Bradford Durham

Open/Close Building: Jim Harrington

Greeters: Cooks, Bakers

Nursery: Sandra Neighbors (AM)
Shree Lowe (PM)

Ushers:  Norris Gearhart, John Black

Handouts: Jeff Guilliams, AC Janney,
Noah Laplante, Chandler Jearls
Prepare Communion: Marsha Cooke
Jackie Dixon

Attendance 3/21&24/10
Sunday Class—133 Worship—165
Sun. Eve.—102  Wednesday—135
Contribution—$5233
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First 100 Days

Mar. 28 (Romans 7)
-Read Romans 7 three times today
-Pray today
-Memorize contents of Romans 7
-Freedom from the law of Moses
-Memorize Rom. 7:4
-Write a note or card this week

*Increase your contribution by $1 today

Mar. 29 (Romans 8)
-Read Romans 8 three times today
-Pray today
-Memorize contents of Romans 8

-Spiritual nature of the new life in Christ

-Memorize Rom. 8:1

Mar. 30 (Romans 9)
-Read Romans 9 three times today
-Pray today
-Memorize contents of Romans 9

-Why the Jews were rejected and the Gentiles

accepted
-Memorize Rom. 9:33

Mar. 31 (Romans 10)
-Read Romans 10 three times today
-Pray today
-Memorize contents of Romans 10
-Israel’s only hope - the gospel
-Memorize Rom. 10:17

Apr. 1 (Romans 11)
-Read Romans 11 three times today
-Pray today
-Memorize contents of Romans 11
-Jewish rejection is not irrevocable
-Memorize Rom. 11:22

Apr. 2 (Romans 12)
-Read Romans 12 three times today
-Pray today
-Memorize contents of Romans 12
-Practical matters of Christianity
-Memorize Rom. 12:2

Apr. 3 (Romans 13)

-Read Romans 13 three times today

-Pray today

-Memorize contents of Romans 13
-The Christian and the state (1-7)
-The law of love (8-10)
-Spiritual awakening (11-14)
-Memorize Rom. 13:1

“The Lord Hath Kept Thee Back from Honor”

The story of Balaam is a sad one indeed (Num. 22-24).
He could have been an influence for good and have likely
accomplished so much, but he threw it all away because
he “loved the wages of unrighteousness” (II Pet. 2:15). He
gave some good replies initially when Balak came calling
(cf. Num. 22:38; 23:8, 10; 24:13). However, he eventually
gave in to his demands and succumbed to his offers (cf. Jude 11; Rev. 2:14). On
one of the occasions when Balaam blessed God’s people instead of cursing them
(as Balak wanted him to do), Balak made a statement that has significant applica-
tion to Christians today. He said, “Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I thought
to promote thee unto great honour; but, lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from
honour” (Num. 24:11).

If we stand for what is right in this world that is bent on doing wrong, we will
suffer some consequences (II Tim. 3:12). If adults stand for the truths of God’s
word in the workplace, social gatherings and every other situation in life, we will
be ridiculed by someone. If we refuse to compromise our principles in order to
get a promotion or raise, such promotions and raises may not be forthcoming. If
we refuse to drink socially and join in with the vulgar language and questionable
actions of others, we may not be on too many party guests’ lists. As the world
would see it, “the Lord hath kept thee back from honor.” But, if we hold fast our
morals, integrity, values and principles, we will receive the honor of the Lord.

If we teach our children to do what is right in every situation, there will be
some times when it will cost them. If we teach them that God’s kingdom takes
precedence (Mt. 6:33) over playing ball, piano recitals, school gatherings, home-
work and other such affairs, they will not be as popular with as many people as
they might otherwise have been. If we teach them that modern dancing is sinful
and that modern beach attire is immodest, and that Christians do not participate
in such things, they may suffer some ridicule from their classmates. They may
not be selected Homecoming Queen or class president. Because of their convic-
tions, in the eyes of the world, Balak’s argument will at least be implied: “The
Lord hath kept thee back from honor.” But, if we instill in those children those
values, morals and priorities, and they grow up strong spiritually and are re-
warded a home in heaven eternally, what greater honor could they attain? Indeed,
the world may see it as the Lord keeping us back from honor, but if we keep His
word and follow His will, we will receive His honor. Which would you rather
have?

-Eddy



